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subjects as: 


rege Sern 


Roman Catholic Doctrines 
Protestants Should Know 


Should Know 





These and many other Roman Catholic doctrines you 
must know to be fully equipped to deal intelligently 
and effectively with your Catholic friends. Here is a 
wonderful course of study for Home Bible Classes, 
Young People’s Societies or Adult Sunday School De- 
partments. It will greatly stimulate and strengthen 
your faith in the Gospel of Christ. 


It is an objective, factual, thoroughly documented 
series of studies informed Protestants will not want 


Roman Catholic 


Doctrines Protestants 


A NEW STUDY COURSE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE 
TO AMERICANS TODAY 


For the first time — an authoritative, fascinating correspondence course 
| on basic Roman Catholic doctrine in the light of plain Scripture teaching. 
| Protestants should learn what the Roman Catholic Church teaches on such 


The Nature of the Church 

The Infallibility of the Pope 

The Sacraments and Salvation 

The Sacrifice of the Mass 
Confession, Penance, and Indulgences 


Groups: 

I en cicincaca cea eae eae alma ncel ee $2.50 each 
I ssciasstccascesteeaicibindel iia dae enaae malas 2.30 each 
I i cacti allen ala a aa 2.00 each 
I iia ah titel 1.75 each 


Write today for full information on individual or group 
enrollments in this exciting new CHRISTIAN HER- 





to miss. 
Cost 


Includes Text, Questions, envelopes and 


ITAGE SERIES. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


Only $2.50 


correcting. 


369 Carpenter Avenue 
Sea Cliff, New York 








the world today when your freedom to 
believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as free- 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST'S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 
bringing others to a saving knowledge of 
lesus Christ. 


A CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM AN- 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from the 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You 
give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- 
cial freedom. 


For complete details, send coupon today 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
369 Carpenter Ave., Sea Cliff, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
ee I am interested in your Freedom Annui- 
ties. Please send me FREE booklet with details. 
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CHRIST'S MISSION, Inc. 


369 CARPENTER AVENUE, SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 


TO PASTORS, SCHOOLS, 
AND CONFERENCES... 


Christ’s Mission invites you to hear our 
representatives, Mr. ANGELO LOVALLO 
and Mr. ALFRED FLOREZ, . . . former 
Roman Catholic priests and present 
staff speakers. They will be in the fol- 
lowing areas... write NOW and be in- 
cluded on the schedule for the new year! 


MR. ANGELO LoVALLO 


Indiana & Southern Ohio—Jan. 10-24, 1960 
Florida—February 7th-2Ist, 1960 

Chicago, Illinois Area—March ieee 8, 1960 
Minnesota—April 24th-May 15th, 1960 


MR. ALFRED FLOREZ 


California—Jan. 24th-Feb. 14th, 1960 
Northern Ohio—Feb. 28th-March 13th, 1960 
Minnesota—March 22nd-April 6th, 1960 
Western New York—April 24th-May 4th, 1960 
Delaware & Maryland—May I|Ith-25th, 1960 


If we’re not scheduled for your area, 
and you wish a speaking engagement, 
let us hear from you... your requests 
will determine our next itineraries. 


Become informed on such vital subjects as: 


V “MIXED MARRIAGES” 

V “THE SECRET OF ROMAN 
CATHOLIC POWER” 

V “CAN WE PRESERVE OUR 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE?” 

V “WHAT IS BEHIND THE 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ADVERTISING?” 

V “WINNING 
ROMAN CATHOLICS” 


Send your requests directly to: 


CHRIST'S MISSION - Box 925 
SEA CLIFF, L. I., N. Y. 


YOUR WILL IS IMPORTANT TO 
YOUR FAMILY AND THE LORD 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 
Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the Village of Sea Cliff, the sum of 


the following property, to wit:............ 


Seale ae aw 
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A brand new 30 minute 16 mm 
film entitled 


“Christ's Mission" 


This film will show you the Mis- 
sion home and offices, the activities 
and programs, the personnel, and 
you can enter into what God is 
doing through this ministry. 

Your people will find it most en- 
joyable and beneficial. Write now 
for bookings after November |. 

There is no charge, but a gift 
offering for the ministry would be 
appreciated. 
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Published by Christ's Mission, inc. 
Walter M. Montafio, Executive Director 
Stuart P. Garver, Co-Director 

Robert G. Hawley, Business Manager 


CONVERTED PRIESTS AND MONKS 
ON THE STAFF OF CHRIST'S MISSION 


ANGELO LO VALLO 
Religious Information Bureau 
CHARLES MARZENA 
Spiritual Counselor 
ALFRED FLOREZ 
Deputation Work 
J. ESSER, JOSE LALLANA, 
GASPAR LANGELLA 
Correspondents 


MAIN OFFICE AND CIRCULATION DEPT. 


369 Carpenter Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York 
Telephone: Oriole 6-1291 

All communications, checks and money orders for 
the magazine or Christ’s Mission should be ad- 
dressed to the Main Office. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Single copy, 35¢; 1 year, $3.00; 2 years, $5.50; 
3 years, $8.00, 50¢ at | additional for sub- 
scriptions outside U.S 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


At least one month before a change is to take 
effect, send your new address with the old one. 
If possible, enclose your address label. The Post 
Office will not forward copies unless you provide 
extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent 
unless your request is accompanied by 35¢ per 
issue. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE i; published monthly (ex- 
cept July and August), 20th of month preceding. 
Copyright 1959 by Christ’s Mission, Inc. No part 
of this magazine may be reproduced without 
permission, Printed in U. S. A. Second-class mail 
privileges authorized at 369 Carpenter Ave., Sea 
Cliff, N. Y.; additional entry at New York, N. Y. 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 


AFRICA: Protestant Association of South Africa, 
Box 2976, Cape Town, South Africa. Sudan In- 
terior Bookroom, Box 127, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
East Africa. 

AUSTRALIA: Dalrymple’s Book Depot, 20 Goul- 
burn Street, Sydney, N.S.W. Keswick Book Depot, 
315 Collins Street, Melbourne. Tasmania Protes- 
tant Federation, 49 Forest Road, Trevellynn, 
Launceston. 

BRITISH HONDURAS: Christian Literature 
Crusade, Box 76, 981 Queen Street, Belize. 
CANADA: Evangelical Publishers, 241 Yonge 
Street, Toronto 1. Protestant Truth Society, 
Grimsby Beach, Ontario (Rev. Edwin J. Taylor). 
ENGLAND: Old Baptist Union Book Depot, 79 
Reginald Street, Luton, Bedfordshire. 

INDIA: The Crusaders League, India Hampan- 
katta, Mangalore 1, S. India. 

MEXICO: Publications De La Fuente, Apartado 
1475, Mexico 1, D. F. 

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES: Libreria Evan- 
gelica, Huygenstraat 17, Oranjestad, Aruba. 
NEW ZEALAND: Crusader Bookroom, Box 760, 
Wellington C2. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: Evangelical Book 
Store, Box 127, Zamboanga City, Philippines. 
Far Eastern Gospel Crusade, Box 1831, Manila, 
Philippines. Good News Supply, 78 Borromeo 
Street, Cebu City, Philippines. 

SOUTH AMERICA: Christian Book Store, Casil- 
la 1270, Valparaiso, Chile. Libreria ‘‘La Aurora,” 
Carrera 8A. No. 18-57, Cali, Colombia. (Rev. R. 
M. Searing) 

WEST INDIES, BRITISH: Christian Literature 
Crusade, 55 Church St., Box 186, Kingston, 
Jamaica. 


ADVERTISING 


Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores, to reach a special, responsive audience. 
Inquiries and copy should be sent to Robert G. 
Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE 
919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California 
Telephone Citrus 2-6611 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be accompanied by return postage, We cannot 
assume responsibility for their safety. News- 
paper clippings should be properly identified to 
be usable. 
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ATTENTION 


Take advantage of the 
"SPECIAL CHRISTMAS RATES’ 
to send Christian Heritage as 
THE PERFECT GIFT 
to your friends and loved ones. 


Use the enclosed Christmas 
Gift Envelope for your 
Christmas Order. 


REMEMBER! 
You send a Gift, 
YOU RECEIVE A GIFT. 





MAKE YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL 


CHRISTMAS WREATH 


. with natural green, fragrant pinon cones. 
Easy, fun and good for several years. Complete 
kit with selected cones and instructions for 
$5.95 ppd. For twelve years we have been 
successfully supplying materials for church 
roups and clubs in fund-raising projects and 
a ly Plan now. Send 10¢ in coin or stamps 

for descriptive literature. 


PALM VALLEY RANCH 
Box 70, Dept. 66 Palm Springs, Calif. 
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Money for Your Treasury 


OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
... were sold in 1958 by members of Sunday 
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s Groups, 
etc. They enable you to earn money for your 
organization. Sample FREE to Official. 


Sangamon Mills - Cohoes, N. Y. 
Established 1915 
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McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


ist Reader..... 25 4th Reader..... 25 
2nd Reader..... 50 Sth Reader..... 50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 6th Reader..... $3.75 


OLD AUTHORS Dept. CO-118 Rowan, lowa 
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STOP SMOKING! 

e 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 
The easily rest method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
ou to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
obacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 

Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept.CO-116 Rowan, lowa 











dren. 


FOR FORMER CATHOLICS 


I have two former Roman Catholics 
joining my church. I would like to 
have them receive your magazine. 
Thank you. 


Rev. P.L.H., Minn. 


STEEL STRIKE CRIPPLES 


I am a conscripted member of the 
United Steel Workers Union that is 
now on strike against the steel com- 
panies and since our family must con- 
fine itself to a limited budget, I cannot 
find it possible to renew my subscrip- 
tion for CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. I am 
most unhappy about this situation and 
am looking forward to renewing this 
invaluable publication. 

R.E.B., Pa. 


MISSIONARY FOR MAGAZINE 


Brother Smith, having become ac- 
quainted with your work while a stu- 
dent at Southern Baptist Seminary, 
was responsible for leading me _ to 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine five 
years ago. He is leaving our town today 
for a new pastorate, and I trust he 
will find new friends and supporters of 
Christ’s Mission. 

C.B.F., Va. 


MIXED MARRIAGE ADVICE 


Your article in the May issue of 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE entitled “I Mar- 
ried a Catholic” was most interesting 
to me as I, too, married a Roman 
Catholic. 

Immediately after our marriage, I 
was sent to the Canal Zone and saw 
quite a bit of South America and the 
terrible poverty of the people con- 
trasted with the wealth and gold in 
the churches. When I came home, I 
went to the Roman Church with my 
wife, but it was boring to me, and I 
received absolutely no spiritual uplift, 
only sore knees. 

This is my advice to the writer of 
your article regarding the upbringing 
of her children in the Roman Church. 
Do not worry about the paper you 
signed. It isn’t worth the paper it is 
printed on. You can check this with 
any Protestant attorney or your min- 
ister. Paul said, “Fight the good fight.” 

Fight it, and fight it long and hard. 
Don’t even for a minute forget that 
you are in a fight. Pray as you never 
have prayed before for His guidance 
and blessing for you and your chil- 


Jit., Pa. 





“WE HATE PROTESTANTS!" 


While acting janitor was at lunch, 
he left the Advent Christian Church 
unlocked. When he returned, a sorry 
sight met his eyes. A group of boys 
had entered and overturned furniture, 
spilled water, broken vases, ripped up 
song books, overturned the pulpit 
furniture, and dumped the pulpit Bible 
on the floor. Stones littered the floor 
and pock marks were left on the pews 
and walls. Across the piano was 
scrawled, “We Hate Protestants!” 


Rev. L.O., Me. 
IT HAPPENED IN WASHINGTON 


It was only a couple of years ago 
that a television station in Chicago 
created quite an uproar by not show- 
ing the outstanding film “Martin 
Luther” when asked to do so by a 
Protestant body. Eventually, the film 
was shown on another station, and 
since that time it has been shown in 
many countries around the world. 

It is surprising, therefore, to learn 
that one of Washington’s leading sta- 
tions refused to show it recently dur- 
ing a special effort by Protestant 
churches called “week of witnessing” 
in the nation’s capital. 

After we watched the many hours 
which this station devoted to the in- 
stallation of a new Pope without rais- 
ing a voice in protest, don’t you think 
it quite unfair they refused to give 
one hour to a large Protestant com- 
munity? 

Such a refusal would be expected in 
a country where the Roman Catholic 
Church is dominant, but the fact that 
it happened in Washington should 
wake up some people as to what is 
taking place in key cities in the United 
States. 

May God help us all to see the 
Roman threat that faces our beloved 
country and may we be moved to raise 
our voices in vigorous protest whenever 
or wherever our freedom is threatened. 


G.C.P., N.C. 


ON THE BRINK 


I am requesting that a one-year sub- 
scription be sent to a dear Jewish 
friend who is married to a Roman 
Catholic. She has begun to attend 
Catholic mass and I am sure your 
magazine will enlighten her. Please 
pray for this family as well. Many 
thanks. 

A.L., N.Y. 
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“UNWANTED” 


Yes, there are ‘‘unwanted’’ children ! 
Not because of lack of parental 
love ... not because of social 
or governmental indifference . . . 


““UNWANTED,”’ 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 
BECAUSE OF LACK OF FOOD! 


Do you know how much your $1 can do? It can 
distribute 148 pounds of food! AMG cares for 
7,000 needy children. Won't you care for 
just one by taking on its regular support at 


Cone tesween: tw te 0 Cen only $15 a month? A beautiful folder with the 


and dawn, a shawled figure steals along 
the street leading to the Home for Unwanted 
Children. Silently she opens a little door in the 
wall, gently deposits her burden in a basket 


picture of your child is waiting to be sent to 
you. It contains 12 envelopes, one for each 
month for your convenience. There will be per- 
sonal correspondence with the child. Or you 


can provide a gift of food for hungry little 


she finds waiting there, hesitates a moment, ones by sending your contribution. 


and is gone. No one can fathom the grief and 
tragedy of that deed. No one knows! No one 
has seen. The weight of the baby sets off a bell 
inside the Home to tell the matron that another 
nameless little one has been abandoned. But 
what choice was there? None at all... only a 
forlorn hope that someone, somewhere, might 
care for this helpless victim of hunger. In God's 
plan, that someone could be you! 


Write to REV. SPIROS ZODHIATES, DEPT. C 


AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.0. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


For here is the ‘‘unwanted”’ child in Greece 
waiting for you to say, ‘I love you. | have food 
for you, and clothing, which | give to you in 
the name of Jesus, who said, ‘Suffer little chil- 


dren to come unto me’. 


AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS: a 
[] | wish to ‘‘adopt’’ a child for one year, at a a 
cost of $15 a month ($180 a year). Please send 5 

me the picture folder. 
[-] Enclosed is payment for the full year. s 
[| Enclosed is payment for the first month. a 
[-] | cannot adopt a child, but | want to provide a 
some U. S. surplus food by giving §............... a 
a 
® 
é 
& 
# 
a 


Will you undertake the support of one of 
these little ones? All they had to eat when our 
worker visited them was boiled potatoes with- 
out any butter or oil. And in the United States 
we have $9 billion worth of surplus which 
costs the Government $1 billion a year just for 
storage. The American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
is registered with the International Cooperation 
Administration of the U. S. Government and is Gifts of any amount ore welcome. 
used for the distribution of U. S. surplus food! They are fully tax deductible. 

vanities is sana se eB BRP eB Be eee eee eee ee 
Listen to our Sunday broadcast, NEW TESTAMENT LIGHTS, on these stations: San Francisco, KGO (810kc) 4:30 p.m.; New York, WABC (770kc) 5:30 p.m.; 


Red Lion, Pa., WGCB (1440kc), 1 p.m. and daily 8:30 a.m.; Cincinnati, WLW (700kc) 9 a.m.; Waupaca, Wis., WDUX (800kc) Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.; Forest Grove, Ore., 
KRWC (1570kc) 1 p.m.; Kirkland, Wash., KNBX ‘1050kc) 3 p.m. 


[_| Please send me literature about your work. 
NAME aia 
ADDRESS : 
Civ... . . ZONE ne 
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A Help in Reaching Roman Catholics 


This New Testament is a translation from the French of the very 
popular edition prepared by Fernand Faivre, a Protestant pastor in 
a Roomees Catholic district. The plan of salvation by faith is fully 
unfolded. Much material is provided for Christian workers dealing 
with members of the Church of Rome. 


FAIVRE ANNOTATED 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The text is interspersed with 540 notes printed in italics and 391 
footnotes. Their intrinsic value is to reveal the truth to Catholics and 
Protestants as to what we believe to be the real interpretation of the 
Bible messages on which there is deep disagreement. 

480 pages — 6 5/8 x 4 1/4 — Reinforced bindings. 

Paper cover, red edges Price $1.00 

Imitation leather, round corners Price $1.50 
















Order today from your bookstore or 


THE HIGLEY PRESS Dept.CC 11 Butler, Indiana 





Presenting the Gospel of Our Lord 
IN 13 COUNTRIES, ON 4 CONTINENTS 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance... 


has for more than 30 years carried on its work of shepherding 
Jewish believers in Christ and training them as Witnesses for Him, 
as ministers, evangelists, doctors and teachers. 


Our Special Duty Is To Pray For The Jews... 


knowing that the return of our Lord will be as Israel’s King 
and Saviour. 

Your gift will help us care for Jewish converts, provide food and 
shelter for those living in poverty and distress. Please send your 
gifts at this time of urgency and great need. 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Address communications to: 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 

U. S. A.— 5630-C North Campbell Ave. - Chicago 45, Illinois 

CANADA— 91-C Bellevue Ave. - Toronto, Ontario 








TWO GREAT BOOKS BY HARRY HAMPEL 


A must for every preacher, teacher, and soul winner. 
Filled with Scripture quotations from the Catholic Bible. 


e Presents a practical and effective method for dealing with a 
Catholic about salvation. 


e Have you ever wondered how to approach a Catholic about his 
soul’s salvation? You no longer need lack for the right words 


to say or worry about how to be an effective witness to your 
Catholic friends. 


HOW TO WIN $ .50 
CATHOLICS 
TO CHRIST 






e This book has shocked the world! 
© 16 Great Chapters. 


e Tells of Evangelist Hampel’s dramatic deliverance from Roman 
Catholicism. 


¢ Proves that the Church of Rome is trying to rule America. 


e Exposes convent life, purgatory, the confession booth, and an- 
swers many of your questions concerning Roman Catholicism. 


$1.00 
MY rei Order Both of These Exciting Books Today from: 
FROM THE 
HERESIES HARRY HAMPEL 
OF ROME P.O. Box 8646 «© Dallas 16, Texas 










THUMBS DOWN ON KENNEDY 


I am the ex-Catholic who wrote you 
some time ago stating that I admired 
your publication, but I would like to 
express my regret at the way in 
which you exhibit your political views. 

You are in the right in bringing up 
the issue of a Catholic running for 
President, and you needn’t worry that 
Kennedy would get my vote! I know 
too much about the corrupt Irish Cath- 
olic politicians of Massachusetts to 
ever vote for him. 

A.J.M., N.H. 


DIFFERENT CATEGORY 


No question is more hotly debated 
today than the propriety of discussing 
a person’s religion when he is seeking 
the Presidency of the United States. 

Roman Catholics with an important 
and much publicized candidate in the 
running profess to be terribly shocked 
when his religious affiliation is ques- 
tioned. They raise the cry of bigotry 
when people ask whether his first 
loyalty would be to his country or to 
his religious superior. 

It is not only the right but the duty 
of voters to find out to what extent the 
candidate would be bound by the de- 
cisions and orders of a foreign poten- 
tate, or pope, whom he regards as 
having the power of God on earth. 

Senator John Kennedy is a loyal and 
obedient member of the only religious 
denomination in America that has re- 
tained its foreign control. This places 
him in a different category in the 
matter of religion. 

J.0., Calif. 


POSSIBLE TARGET OF ASSASSINS 


I am enclosing a newspaper clipping 
from the San Francisco Chronicle 
which states that “Senator Kennedy 
was the overwhelming choice for the 
Vice Presidential nomination.” Con- 
sidering the fact that three United 
States Presidents were assassinated by 
Roman Catholics, I do not feel it would 
be safe to have a Catholic Vice Presi- 
dent. A few Catholics might attempt 
assassination of the President if we 
had a Catholic Vice President. 

In the news report today I heard 
that there are now more Roman Cath- 
olics in Congress than any single re- 
ligious: denomination. 

C.P., Calif. 


A METHODIST VIEW 


I have heard you speak at the eve- 
ning service of the First Lutheran 
Church. I am a Methodist but went 
just to hear you. Your personal testi- 
mony is most interesting and I hope 
to meet you someday. 

I am a faithful subscriber to your 
magazine and have been responsible 
for a number of new subscribers. When 
I carefully read each issue, I pass it 
on to others. 

May the Lord continue to bless your 
ministry. 

S.B., Calif. 
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CHRISTIAN HERITAGE Survey 


Recently CHRISTIAN HERITAGE sent a questionnaire to 2,370 pastors throughout 
the United States to discover if possible the trend among converts to Protestant- 
ism and Roman Catholicism. Last month we pointed out that, according to the survey, 


in the past five years one Protestant church member turned Roman Catholic for every 
five Roman Catholics who became Protestant. 


The reasons for conversions are equally impressive. While mixed marriages 
played an important role in both faiths, the most enlightening and thought- 
provoking information to come from this survey is the huge proportion of converts 
to Protestantism for doctrinal reasons, as the following table will show: 






PAUL FREED ANNOUNCES 
THE FIRST FULL-TIME MISSIONARY 
RADIO VOICE IN EUROPE: 


» TRANS WORLD RADIO 


= A new powerful missionary radio voice broadcasting the 
- Gospel to Russia and Satellites—and to the world from the 
heart of Europe. Blanketing the vast populations of Europe, 
Asia and Africa has been the long-planned goal of 


a VOICE OF TANGIER 


‘ Missionary Broadcasting from 
< Morocco to Europe for six years 


>A 


With the completion of a giant 


100,000 WATT TRANSMITTER 


and five curtain antennas high up on the bluffs of Monte 
Carlo overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, TRANS WORLD 
RADIO will beam an estimated 1,600,000 watts of effective 
radiated power making it one of the most powerful radio 
voices in the world. 

This new full-time missionary transmitter, the first in 
Europe, has been in construction for about a year and will 
be put at our disposal 24 hours a day in 1960. It will be 
located in Monte Carlo, Monaco, nearly 1000 miles closer 
to Moscow. 

The entire transmitting system of TRANS WORLD RADIO 
~ will involve an advance of over a half million dollars. This 
new voice in the heart of Europe has been made possible 
in cooperation with the famed Radio Monte Carlo. 


us 


' 
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TRANS WORLD RADIO 
Paul E. Freed, President, Voice 


; The Voice of Tangier 

of Tangier, whose successful Lai Ss, 354 MAIN STREET, CHATHAM, NEW JERSEY 
negotiations for the past ~- as ex 

three years in several Euro- __ 
pean countries, including a 
petition in Holland for a new 
radio station, has paved the 
way for this new expansion. 
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INCREASE YOUR 


INCOME 


... just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
vocation .. . and at 
the same time, 


SERVE THE LORD 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surrounding 
communities. 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has 
been in business more than 35 years— 
highly respected by Christian leaders 
and whose product and service are 
recommended by men and women you 
know. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 


Our program is unique —it has no 
competition. Every home is a pros- 
pect. Your spare time can be worth 
up to $75 a week, and more .. . full 
time up to $10,000 a year, and more! 
John Rudin & Company, Inc. « 
22 W. Madison Street 

i Chicago 2, Illinois Dept. AI 19 


) 
| Yes, I’m interested. Please send me complete | 
information on your program. 


Name. 









































| Address 





City & Zone—____State___. | 
CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 








REASONS GIVEN FOR CONVERSIONS 


Married Preferred Other ; 
faith 
R.C. turned Prot. 23.7% 68.1% 8.2% 
Prot. turned R.C. 89.4% 7.4% 3.2% 


As these figures indicate, over 89% of all Protestants turning to the 
Roman Church did so out of love for their partner; only 7% transferred their church 
affiliation for doctrinal reasons. On the other side of the ledger, among 
those Roman Catholics who embraced Protestantism, almost three times as many 
did so for doctrinal reasons as for marital reasons. 


These statistics should not be taken lightly nor lull the Protestant Church 
into any false sense of being more successful in winning the hearts and minds 
of men. 


The campaign conducted by the Knights of Columbus on a nation-wide basis 
through newspapers and magazines to gain inquirers for the Roman Catholic faith 
is something that cannot be overlooked, nor its value underestimated. Further 
information can be obtained by contacting CHRISTIAN HERITAGE "Survey." 


Congress on Evangelical Communications 


As keynote speaker at the opening session of a unique congress representing 
the three Americas, Dr. Montano had the privilege of addressing an audience of 
several hundred Protestant believers, including delegates, last September 13 in the 
strife-ridden country of Colombia, South America. Details of the congress appear 


in the following news item released by LEAL and the Pan-American radio network 
after the closing session. 


CALI, COLOMBIA--Sept. 18, 1959.--One hundred fifty-three representatives of 
the major Protestant radio and literature ministries of twenty-three countries 
wound up a six-day Congress on Evangelical Communications in Cali, Colombia, today 
by forming a new radio-TV organization to be known as DIA (Difusiones Inter=- Ameri- 
canas), electing new directors for existing bodies and coordinating plans and 
Strategy for the next three years. 


"This has been the best represented and most significant congress of evangel- 
ical leaders of Latin America since World War II," according to Dr. Clyde Taylor 
of the Evangelical Foreign Missions Office in Washington, D.C. (and member of 
Christ's Mission's Board of Trustees). "It has provided ample evidence that evan- 
gelicals are retaining leadership in the whole area of religious communications." 


LEAL (Literatura Evangelica para America Latina), representing the literature 
interests, and CCP (Cadena Cultural Panamerica), covering radio and television, 
jointly promoted the conference, and seventy-three key organizations were represented. 


Outstanding leaders, both national and missionary, with a wealth of experience 
behind them, filled the week from morning to night with lectures, discussions and 
business sessions, out of which emerged a clear pattern, not only of the enormous 
possibilities but also of the wide range of activity already being carried on in 
the field of communications throughout the continent. 


Among the lecturers present were Dr. William Reyburn, well-known Christian an- 
thropologist of the American Bible Society; Dr. Walter Montano, Bolivian "Monk Who 
Lived Again" and editor of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE; Dr. Eugene Bertermann, president of 
National Religious Broadcasters, Inc.; and Robert Walker, editor of Christian Life. 


Other specialists in the many aspects of communications exchanged ideas and laid 
down plans. , 


"This Congress has brought together the most competent and active leadership 
to be found on the continent," Dr. Montano stated. "The evangelical cause has taken 
a Stride forward of immense and far-reaching importance, thanks to the inspired and 
practical decisions taken by the leaders of this gathering." 


A new director and president of LEAL is Dr. Montano. 
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You Hear Strange 
Things About Catholics 


Orr MODERN AGE has witnessed a sordid 
exhibition of ‘man’s inhumanity to man.” The 
whole civilized world shuddered with indignation 
and distrust when the brutal atrocities perpetrated 
by the Nazis on hapless victims of concentration 
camps were brought to light after World War II. 
We have read with equal horror of the frightful 
methods employed by Communists in the diaboli- 
cal tortures and brain-washing techniques applied 
to suspected opponents or dissenters. 

The hellish devices our age has invented to 
torment or do away with what it considers guilty 
or undesirable elements recalls to mind the brutal- 
ity and disregard for human dignity exercised by 
Imperial Rome in the persecution of Christians, 
and by the medieval Roman Catholic Church in 
her murderous history of the Inquisition and her 
relentless oppression of the Huguenots and other 
Protestants throughout the continent of Europe. 

Cruelty becomes particularly revolting when 
exerted under the, pious masquerade of some holy 
crusade or in the name of religion under the pre- 
tense of advancing God’s cause and honor. It is 
this inconsistency with man’s inborn sense of 
decency and his concept of God as the essence of 
perfect love, mercy, and forgiveness, that makes 
the hypocrisy of the Jewish priests demanding the 
execution of the guileless Jesus in the name of 
religion such a travesty of justice and such a black 
spot on the conscience of humanity. 

In this greatest paradox of history, He who 
was God Himself was in the name of God con- 
demned to die in order to “vindicate” God’s honor 
by those claiming to hold God’s place on earth. 


EXAMPLE OF ROMAN RUTHLESSNESS 


Countless times in her bloody past, the Roman 
Church has followed this same terrible course by 
using God’s name and the cause of religion in 
shedding the blood of innocent followers of Christ. 
While all kinds of deceitful excuses have been 
voiced and whole volumes of apologetics written 
in an attempt or argue away such shameful facts, 
while at present in widely circulated periodicals 
the Knights of Columbus are spending hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to white wash their church’s 
black record in subtly-worded advertisements en- 
titled, “You Hear Strange Things About Cath- 
olics,” the encroachment of the Roman hierarchy 
on human rights continues unabated. In this 
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country with its preponderance of Protestants it 
is cleverly tempered with caution and deliberate 
calculation. 

A particularly revolting example of Roman 
ruthlessness in dealing with the innocent and de- 
fenseless was recently reported in La Bonne Nou- 
velle, publication of a Canadian Protestant mis- 
sionary society of the same name. The report deals 
with the tragic event of the treacherous storm in 
the Northumberland Strait last June when thirty- 
five fishermen were drowned. Most affected by 
that tragedy was a woman who lost her husband 
and her only son. 

How Roman Catholic priests, in the name of 
religion, maneuvered to deprive the sorrowing 
widow and mother of the consolation of attending 
her son’s funeral by ignobly “buying” her son’s 
body from the undertaker, is related in the follow- 
ing report which we reprint in full from La Bonne 
Nouvelle, including the letter of protest from the 
Protestant ministers involved. 


SHAMEFUL WEAKNESS 


“The remains of a widow’s son were sold to 
the Roman Catholic Church for burial against the 
mother’s wish. This, in brief, is what the small 
community of Richibucto witnessed a few days 
ago, thus recording a sad commentary on the con- 
sequences evolving out of a situation where Roman 
Catholicism is strong and Protestantism is weak. 
The details of the incident appear in the letter 
addressed to the Funeral Homes of the Province 
of New Brunswick and to the Canadian Funeral 
Service Associations, Boards, and Councils, pub- 
lished below. 

“Shameful and tragic is the fact that the un- 
dertaker guilty of the offense should be a so-called 
Protestant! As the story unfolds, it seems clear 
that the Funeral Director was determined to please 
the Roman Church, his best client, regardless of 
professional ethics, religious convictions, or law. 
He has given Canada a disturbing demonstration 
that Rome is bound to exploit Protestant weakness 
to the last degree. 


POWERFUL INFLUENCE 


“The Richibucto incident will also remain a 
remorseful reminder of the powerful influence 
exercised by the Roman Church. In fact, Rome 
was instructing the Protestant undertaker on the 
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course to follow in the releasing of a body placed 
in his custody. Priests were still in the Funeral 
Home at midnight, giving orders for the secret re- 
moval of the remains early the following morning. 

“There can be no doubt that where the Roman 
system prevails, there is no regard for law, ethics, 
or feelings: the Church must have its way. Let us 
look at the Richibucto case again. No Roman Cath- 
olic priest, boasting of a high education, could 
possibly ignore the law of the land giving the next- 
of-kin full authority in the type of burial desired; 
nor would he deny the importance of respecting 
professional ethics; nor still would he advocate 
adding grief to a bereaved widow by disregarding 
her wishes. And yet, the Richibucto priests have 
been guilty of violating all three, law, ethics, and 
respect of feeling. 

“But what of the law? The greatest tragedy 
of it all is that the Roman Church remains legally 
untouchable. Further still, should our Province 
have no Supreme Court Judge sympathetic to our 
cause, any immediate action would be almost im- 
possible, for a Judge can always find legal techni- 
calities to refuse an injunction, mandate, or other 
documents requiring his signature. 

“Let the Richibucto incident be a historic 
warning to Protestant Canada, and a call to all 
Christians for a clear propagation of the truth of 
the Gospel in its practical applications, and the 
defense of it.” — M.B. 


TRAGIC STORY RECOUNTED 


The following is the letter sent by Mission La 
Bonne Nouvelle on June 29th, 1959, to the Funeral 
Homes of the Province of New Brunswick and to 
the Canadian Funeral Service Associations, 
Boards, and Councils: 


“Dear Sirs: 

“We are compelled to bring to your attention 
a very serious matter which occurred in Richi- 
bucto, N. B., a community served by Mr. Cameron 
Thompson, Funeral Director. 

“Mrs. Josephine Kelly, a faithful member of 
our Baptist Mission in Richibucto, lost her hus- 
band and her son in the recent tragedy which took 
the lives of 35 fishermen in Northumberland Strait 
on June 19, 1959. The two bodies were among the 
first ones to be recovered and were placed in the 
Thompson Funeral Home. Mr. Kelly was also a 
very faithful member of the Richibucto Baptist 
Mission. The son had had many contacts with the 
Mission, had attended services on several occasions, 
but was still a Roman Catholic nominally. He was 
single and living happily with his family in Richi- 
bucto. 

“It was the natural and most sincere wish of 
the afflicted widow that her son be buried with her 
husband. The undertaker was informed of it, and 
the graves prepared. 

“On Monday morning, June 22, Mr. Thompson 
mentioned to Licentiate Henri Lanctin, Jr., pastor 
of the Richibucto Baptist Mission and accredited 
by the Maritime United Baptist Convention, that 
difficulties had arisen regarding the release of the 


son’s body, and that consequently, the remains 
would be delivered to the person paying the in- 
voice. Mr. Thompson was aware of the fact that 
the cost would probably be covered by the County’s 
assistance fund. In order to satisfy the under- 
taker’s wish, however, Pastor Lanctin secured 
from the County Treasurer a signed paper stating 
that the cost of the funeral would be taken care of 
by the County, and that the mother’s wish with re- 
gard to the place of burial should be respected. 


INTRIGUE OVER A DEAD BODY 


“On the evening of June 22, Licentiate Henri 
Lanctin, Jr., Rev. Henri Lanctin, Sr., and Rev. 
Maurice Boillat, the latter two of Moncton, N. B., 
went to see Mr. Thompson, who again affirmed his 
doubts, mentioning especially the great pressure 
received from certain quarters. These were his 
words, as nearly as we can recall them: ‘My first 
concern is my business. Seventy-five percent of it 
comes from the Roman Catholic population, and 
I must simply please everybody.’ 

“We pointed out to Mr. Thompson that his 
first duty was to please Mrs. Kelly, further re- 
minding him of the professional ethics and the 
law which gives the next-of-kin the absolute right 
to have the burial of his choice. Mr. Thompson 
became angry, telling his visitors that they knew 
nothing of the law and still less of the undertaking 
profession. But then, in a sudden change of atti- 
tude, Mr. Thompson apologized for losing his 
temper and added: ‘You know very well that I 
was simply bluffing. What you stated is correct. 
Ask Mrs. Kelly to sign a paper expressing the 
wish that her son be buried with her husband, and 
the matter will be closed. This will clear me in the 
eyes of those opposed to Mrs. Kelly’s desire.’ We 
left Mr. Thompson, assured that everything was 
in order. 

“Less than an hour later (11:30 o’clock that 
night), Licentiate Henri Lanctin received a tele- 
phone call from the County Treasurer. Mr. Thomp- 
son had just told him (the Treasurer) that the 
entire cost of the funeral had been paid in his 
office. The Treasurer had no choice but to cancel 
the County’s promise of payment. The three min- 
isters immediately returned to Mr. Thompson’s 
home, a few minutes before midnight. The local 
vriest was in the home at the time. Mr. Thompson 
was asked whether the arrangements of the pre- 
ceding hour were still standing. Obviously embar- 
rassed, the undertaker replied that he had just 
received a cash payment for release of the body. 
When asked for his receipt book, Mr. Thompson 
refused to produce it, admitting that he would 
rather we did not know who had paid the amount. 

“Mr. Thompson was then informed that un- 
der the circumstances, Mrs. Kelly would find the 
money in some way, and pay for the funeral her- 
self, upon which the undertaker replied: ‘If Mrs. 
Kelly brings me $195.00 cash in the morning, I 
will release the body of her son as she wishes. I 
shall refund the money received to the other 
party.’ On these terms, we left Mr. Thompson. 
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ROME SPURNS BEREAVED WIDOW 


“Tuesday morning at 10:30 o’clock Mrs. Kelly, 
accompanied by her minister, went to the Funeral 
Home with the cash money requested, only to find 
that Mr. Thompson had left. When she returned 
later, Mr. Thompson refused to accept her pay- 
ment and informed Mrs. Kelly that the body had 
been taken some 20 miles away, to the home of her 
sister. He then told Mrs. Kelly that his responsi- 
bilities had come to an end. 

“The same evening, Mrs. Kelly was driven 
to her sister’s home. A group of some 40 people 
were standing about. With the threat that she was 
standing on private property, Mrs. Kelly was re- 
fused the body of her son, was not allowed even 
to see him (which she had not as yet). She had no 
other alternative but to return home. The son was 
buried on Wednesday morning, 20 miles from 
Richibucto, without Mrs. Kelly being informed 
of it. 

“And so, against the expressed wish of the 
widow, her son and only child whom she was not 
permitted to see again, was separated from her 
husband, buried without her presence in a distant 
cemetery, by a clergyman other than the one of 
her choice. It is difficult to believe that such things 
could happen in our free Canada, in the midst of 
a tragedy, and against a poor widow bereaved of 
her husband and son. 

“We know that it is quite unnecessary to 
point out to you the extreme seriousness of this 
case. We have no choice but to report to your Asso- 
ciations, Boards and Councils, this inconceivable 
breach of professional ethics, the even more seri- 
ous offense in the direct violation of the law of the 
land, and the unbearable grief added to the heart 
of the bereaved one. It is all the more regretful 
that Mr. Thompson should happen to be the Presi- 
dent of the New Brunswick Association. 

“We therefore respectfully request your im- 
mediate action, and trust that re-occurrence of this 
nature will never have to be recorded again in the 
history of your esteemed profession. 


“Yours very truly, 


Rev. Maurice Boillat, 
Rev. Henri Lanctin, Sr. 


Co-Directors.” 


* * * 


When the Lord Jesus met the funeral pro- 
cession of the youth of Nain, His heart was moved 
with compassion at the sight of the weeping 
mother, and He gave her back her son. He wept 
at the tomb of Lazarus and restored him and the 
daughter of Jairus to life. Throughout His public 
life, He showed mercy and tender compassion 
toward all who suffered from physical illness or 
spiritual affliction. 

Any imputation of harshness on His part 
toward frail and failing humanity was so far 
remote from the gentle Saviour that the mere 
thought of it is tantamount to blasphemy. His 
message was one of love and mercy: “Blessed are 
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the merciful! Blessed are they that mourn!” His 
religion was to be a universal kingdom of love. 

While the codes of law in all civilized coun- 
tries punish crimes against the living with appro- 
priate severity if brought before courts of justice, 
they also safeguard the sacredness of the human 
body after death and the peace of cemeteries with 
particular care. Callous disregard for this funda- 
mental respect of all cultured peoples toward their 
dead was evidenced by the Roman Catholic priests 
who engaged in the ignominious trade of “buying” 
a corpse in order, quoting Protestant Action, to 
save face “for the proud pretensions of a church 
which had suffered loss of prestige by the conver- 
sion of a family to the light of the Gospel.” 

Even if the involved Roman priests had acted 
from religious conviction—which they did not— 
the Roman Church teaches emphatically that its 
burial ritual is not a deciding factor regarding the 
eternal destiny of the dead. Respect for the legal 
rights and the profound sorrow of the doubly be- 
reaved widow should have induced them to per- 
form the mechanics of their funeral ceremony at 
least privately and secretly. 

It is interesting to note that when a Roman 
Catholic priest or prelate is suffering any kind of 
injury at the hands of Communists, the Roman 
hierarchy fills the pages of our press with pathetic 
reports soliciting our prayers and compassion for 
the persecuted victims. Far from endorsing Com- 
munist persecution of religion in any form, be it 
against Roman Catholics, Protestants, or Jews, we 
cannot help being amazed at the arrogance and 
boldness with which the hierarchy, on the other 
hand, defends or even condones the same violations 
of human rights and conscience among their own 
ranks. Certainly their church’s history is shame- 
fully replete with such instances. 


It is the same old pattern running through 
the pages of past centuries—not the pattern of 
Christ, but that of his implacable enemies, the 
Scribes and Pharisees. Si duo faciunt idem, non 
est idem! “If two are doing the identical thing, it 
is not the same!’—meaning, in Roman Catholic 
parlance, that rank and title, or an alleged holy 
purpose, can change crime into virtue, evil into 
good, with the end always sanctifying the means. 

Thus if Communists in propagating their god- 
less system are persecuting Roman Catholics, we 
are to weep. But if the Roman hierarchy, as it has 
done in the Middle Ages and is doing at present in 
South America and Spain, is persecuting and mur- 
dering Protestants, we are to acquiesce or even 
rejoice. If an ordinary lay person should kidnap 
or “buy” a corpse, they would be among the first 
to protest and demand punishment. But if their 
priests are guilty of such an offense, it is either 
passed over in silence or defended and left un- 
punished. 

We have no doubt that our readers, informed 
of this incident, will concur with the Knights of 
Columbus that indeed “You Hear Strange Things 
About Catholics.” 








An Open Letter to the Publishers of TIME 





What The Knights of Columbus 


Mr. JAMES A. LINEN 
Publisher, Time Magazine 
New York, New York 


Dear Mr. Linen: 


We were rather surprised that 
a publication of the standing of 
Time would accept the Knights 
of Columbus ad “You Hear 
Strange Things about Catholics,” 
which appeared in your February 
16 issue. Yes, you hear strange 
things about Catholics, and sad 
to say, they are true. 

Any religious literate would 
know their arguments for what 
they are—specious half-truths 
and outright misrepresentations 
—a fraud on your readers. As 
Lichtenberg said, “The most dan- 
gerous of all falsehoods is a 
slightly distorted truth.” Half- 
truths are harder to detect than 
outright falsehoods since partial 
truth lends them credence. An 
informed person with a knowl- 
edge of authoritative Roman 
Catholic teachings would know 
that most of the claims of their 
ad are, at the very least, distor- 
tions of the doctrines, edicts and 
pronouncements of the Roman 
Church and its hierarchy. 

The Knights adopt the trans- 
parent device of misstating 
slightly the major criticisms of 
non-Catholics about the Roman 
Church’s’ reactionary dogmas, 
then deny these misstatements 
lustily, attempting to give the 
casual reader the impression that 
the underlying criticisms on 
which the misstatements are 
based are also untrue. This de- 
vice is called by logicians “the 
fallacy of irrelevant conclusion.” 
Described algebraically, it runs 
like this: Critics of Roman Ca- 
tholicism say that X is true about 


the Roman Church. We, the 
Knights of Columbus, say em- 
phatically that X' is not true 
about the Roman Church. If we 
say it often enough and loudly 
enough, most people will accept 
the denial without noticing that 
we are denying X' instead of X. 
Obviously, the exact statements 
of Roman Catholic doctrine are 
almost as objectionable as the 
straw men which the Knights of 
Columbus attempt to demolish. 


Violation of a Trust 


If they were touting anything 
but Roman Catholicism, the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission would put 
a stop to such misleading adver- 
tising. Your attention is invited 
to the decision handed down by 
the U. S. Supreme Court in 1948 
in affirming the Postal Order 
against Facts magazine, in which 
the following five basic rules were 
laid down to protect the unwary 
and trusting public from adver- 
tising that confuses and misleads: 

“Advertising must not obscure 
or conceal material facts; must 
not create a misleading impres- 
sion, even though every state- 
ment, separately considered, is 
literally truthful; must be free of 
fraudulent traps and stratagems 
which induce action which would 
not result from a forthright dis- 
closure of the true nature of an 
offer; must be written for the 
probable effect it produces on or- 
dinary and trusting minds, as 
well as for those intellectually 
capable of penetrating analysis; 
and must not be artfully contrived 
to distract and divert readers’ at- 
tention from the true nature of 
the terms and conditions of an 
offer.” 


The Knights of Columbus ad 
“You Hear Strange Things about 
Catholics” obviously violates this 
rule for fair advertising. Since 
the ad is patently designed to 
mislead the religiously uninform- 
ed, it is believed that its inclusion 
in the February 16 issue of Time, 
which has second-class mailing 
privileges, constitutes fraudulent 
use of the mails. 

While the consideration in this 
case is not monetary, except as it 
entails financial support of an in- 
stitution whose fundamental] prin- 
ciples are diametrically opposed 
to the basic concepts of democra- 
cy, the intrinsic value involved is 
far higher. It is even more repre- 
hensible to attempt to pervert a 
man’s soul by false and mislead- 
ing advertising. What is involved 
is the exchange of the American 
birthright of free inquiry and 
self-determination according to 
conscience for allegiance and 
blind obedience to a foreign po- 
tentate of an authoritarian cleri- 
cal-fascist state which operates 
an ecclesiastical power apparatus 
in this country. 


This latter apparatus under 
control of the Roman hierarchy 
is used to undermine and subvert 
our free American democratic in- 
stitutions, including religious lib- 
erty, separation of Church and 
State, and free public education, 
among others, while our national 
attention is focused on the more 
immediate concern of the Com- 
munist menace. The Jesuitical 
casuistry that “the end justifies 
the means,” where the means is 
unethical, dishonest, or illegal, is 
unacceptable to the majority of 
the citizens of this country. 

Of course, we realize that Mrs. 
Luce is a prominent Roman Cath- 
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By G. G. Beam 


do “ot Say 


olic convert, but that doesn’t ex- 
cuse a publication of Time’s stat- 
ure for accepting such an ad de- 
signed with deliberate deceit to 
attract the religiously ignorant. 
As Josh Billings said, “It is bet- 
ter to be ignorant than to know 
what isn’t so.” Time, more than 
most, should be aware of the real 
objectives of the Roman Church, 
but perhaps there is insufficient 
coordination between your editor- 
ial and advertising departments. 


Subversive Doctrines 


To give the lie to these distor- 
tions and somewhat believable 
half-truths, we quote below some 
of the actual teachings of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church from au- 
thoritative sources. Let us take 
religious liberty, for example. 

The Roman Catholic Church, 
unaccustomed in its own history 
and tradition to the American 
ideal of separation of Church and 
State, but flourishing under the 
religious liberty provided by our 
form of government and embold- 
ened by the wide diffusion of a 
false conception of tolerance, has 
committed itself in authoritative 
declarations and by positive acts 
to a policy plainly subversive of 
religious liberty as guaranteed by 
the Constitution. 

These are the plain teachings 
of the Roman Church. How dare 
the Knights. of Columbus say 
they are not! Nothing could be 
clearer than the declaration of 
Pius IX in 1864 contained in his 
Encyclical “Quanta Cura” and his 
Syllabus of Errors regarding re- 
ligious liberty: 

“No man is free to embrace 
and profess that religion which 
he believes to be true, guided by 
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the light of reason. Man cannot 
find salvation and bliss thereby 
. . . Protestantism is not merely 
a different form of that same true 
Christian faith in which it is pos- 
sible to be equally pleasing to 
God as in the Roman Catholic 
Church. The eternal salvation of 
any out of the true Church of 
Christ is not even to be hoped 
for. 

“The Church has power to de- 
fine dogmatically the religion of 
the Catholic Church to be the only 
true religion. 

“The Church has the power of 
employing force and of exercising 
direct and _ indirect temporal 
power. 

“It is necessary even in the 
present day that the Catholic re- 
ligion shall be held as the only 
religion of the State, to the ex- 
clusion of all other forms of wor- 
ship. 

“Whence it has been unwisely 
provided by law, in some coun- 
tries called Catholic, that persons 
coming to reside therein shall en- 
joy the free exercise of their re- 
ligion.”’ 

The Third Plenary Council of 
Baltimore, held in 1884, in the 
Pastoral Letter of the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of the United 
States, declares: 

“It is obvious in countries like 
the United States, where from 
rudimentary beginnings our or- 
ganization is only gradually ad- 
vancing towards perfection, the 
full application of these laws is 
impracticable; but in proportion 
as they become practicable, it is 
our desire, not less than that of 
the Holy See, that they should go 
into effect.” 

Dr. Marianus de Luca, S. J., 
Professor of Canon Law at the 





Gregorian University of Rome, 
published his “Institutions of 
Public Ecclesiastical Law” with 
a personal commendation from 
Leo XIII in 1901. In it he defines 
the Roman Church’s attitude to- 
ward heretics thus: 


“The Catholic Church has the 
right and duty to kill heretics be- 
cause it is by fire and sword that 
heresy can be extirpated. Mere 
excommunication is derided by 
heretics. If they are imprisoned 
or exiled they corrupt others. 
The only resource is to put them 
to death. Repentance cannot be 
allowed to save them, just as re- 
pentance is not allowed to save 
civil criminals; for the highest 
good of the Church is the unity 
of the Faith, and this cannot be 
preserved unless heretics are put 
to death.” 

Another eminent Romish schol- 
ar in the person of Cardinal Alex- 
ius Lepicier, former Professor of 
Theology in the Papal College of 
the Propaganda, who issued in 
1910 the second edition of The 
Stability and Progress of Dogma, 
re-emphasized de Luca’s intoler- 
ance in these words: 

“The moment any man public- 
ly professes heresy, and attempts 
to pervert others by word or ex- 
ample, he cannot only, absolutely 
speaking, be excommunicated but 
even justly slain, lest by his pes- 
tilent contagion he ruin very 
many others.” 

By way of apology, he adds: 

“I am aware that there are 
many who.think that the Church 
has no right to sanction the death 
penalty, whether for heresy or 
any other crime. But their deci- 
sion cannot be called probable 
since it does not appear plainly 

(Continued on page 27) 








CONFESSION 


“Confess your faults one to another.” — James 5:16. 


‘den MATTER OF confession 
has Christendom divided. One re- 
ligious body says that we ought 
to confess our sins to the priest 
or the religious leader, and an- 
other says that we should confess 
our sins to God and only to God. 
Who is right and who is wrong? 
Both cannot be right. 

Our gnomon, our criterion in 
judging these differences, is the 
Bible, the Word of God, the only 
sure and true revelation of God 
to man; and it is to this that we 
should resort. This discussion 
about confession is unavoidable 
as we consider James 5:16, which 
says: “Confess your faults one 
to another.” This is just the first 
part of the verse. The rest we 
shall examine later. Does James 
then disagree both with those 
who say that we must confess 
our sins to the priest and with 
those who say that we must con- 
fess them to God only? We shall 
see. 


Veer PECULIARLY, as we 
were preparing these messages 
on confession, there appeared in 
a local newspaper an advertise- 
ment by a religious group which 
believes in confession to a priest. 
Speaking of the adherents of this 
religious body the advertisement 
says: 

“They go to Confession to a 
priest for one reason only: to ob- 
tain divine forgiveness for their 
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sins.” And then this editorial ad- 
vertisement continues: “But why, 
you ask, go to a priest? Why not 
confess your sins directly to God? 
Ask the man who goes to Con- 
fession and here’s what he will 
tell you: Sin is an offense against 
God; it must be forgiven by God. 
It is God, not man, who deter- 
mines how forgiveness must be 
obtained. Christ plainly pointed 
this out when He empowered His 
Apostles and their successors to 
forgive sins or to refuse forgive- 
ness.” 

And then this advertisement 
goes on to give a fully misunder- 
stood and misinterpreted pas- 
sage, that of John 20:21-23, 
which reads in part: ‘“‘Whose so- 
ever sins ye remit,” Christ said, 
“they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained.” 

“Thus Christ,” this advertise- 
ment continues, “authorized the 
Apostles, and their successors, to 
pardon or to deny pardon as they 
judge the sinner worthy or un- 
worthy. To do this they had to 
know what they were forgiving 
... the secret dispositions of the 
sinner ... his sorrow and willing- 
ness to repair the wrong done to 
his neighbor by his sins. Who 
could make this known but the 
sinner himself—and what is this 


but confession?’ And then it 
goes on to tell us that “Confes- 
sion is the Sacrament of Penance, 
one of the seven sacraments 
Christ left in His Church.” 

This advertisement is most in- 
teresting, but those who believe 
the Bible as the only true source 
of faith must take exception to it. 
The matter of confession and for- 
giveness of sin is so important 
and so fundamental in the Chris- 
tian religion that we must not 
pass by lightly any aspect of it. 
Therefore, instead of devoting 
just one message to an exposition 
of James 5:16, we shall give a 
series of eleven messages fully 
exploring the subject of confes- 
sion. 


Confession—What Is It? 


The first thing that we must 
understand is the meaning of the 
word “confess” which James 
used in his verse, ‘Confess your 
faults one to another.” What 
does confession mean? 

In the Greek text the word is 
exomologeisthe, “confess ye.” It 
would be impossible for us to un- 
derstand what is meant by the 
word if we did not break it up 
into its constituent parts. 

It is made up of three single 
words. The first is the preposition 
ex, meaning either of two things: 
first, “from,” denoting the source 
which undoubtedly refers to the 
heart, to the inner being of man; 
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second, “outwardly, freely, pub- 
licly, openly.” In this second case 
it can be taken to be a contradic- 
tion of the adverb of place ezoo, 
which means “out, outside.” This 
first part of our compound verb 
exomologeoo, translated ‘“con- 
fess,” means to bring something 
that is inside to the outside, to 
turn the inside out. 

The second word that makes 
up this exomologeoo, “confess,” 
is taken from the Greek word 
homos which means “common, 
joint, together.” It is indicative 
of the agreement of two persons 
or two opinions. Undoubtedly it 
involves the conscience of man, 
or the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit upon the soul of man, and 
the agreement of man as to that 
divine voice whispering in the 
soul, “You are wrong, you have 
committed sin; you are not doing 
what is right, what God wants 
you to do, what your divinely ap- 
pointed duty is.” 

And then the third and last 
word is the main one, the verb 
derived from the noun logos, 
which means “the word or out- 
ward form by which the inward 
thought is expressed.” It is, in 
other words, the externalization 
of the inner thought of the mind 
or the heart. 

Now we can put these three 
single words into one and get the 
meaning of “‘confession.” It is “to 
agree with someone else in the 
innermost recesses of your soul 
and to speak out publicly about 
a” 


_ THIS we see that con- 
fession does not necessarily mean 
that there is guilt within the soul. 
The word actually may be used 
in connection with praise or 
thankful acknowledgment or 
grateful adoration, as for in- 
stance in Philippians 2:11: “That 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” Here they 
agree with the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit in their souls that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world. 

Confession means an agree- 
ment with someone and then the 
acknowledgment of that agree- 
ment. Confession of sin, for in- 
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stance, means that we acknowl- 
edge that we are wrong, that we 
have fallen short of the mark set 
before us by God. There is con- 
viction of sin when the Holy 
Spirit struggles within us to per- 
suade us that we are wrong, that 
we have sinned. 

When that conviction becomes 
something that we agree with, 
then in acknowledging our guilt 
we give vocal expression to it. If 
there is no agreement with that 
convicting power, there can be 
no confession. And there can be 
no confession without our sub- 
mission to the Holy Spirit. Con- 
fession presupposes something 
worthwhile to talk about, either 
of the adoration due some other 
person or the guilt that presses 
upon the soul. 


W: ALL AGREE that this 
confession is absolutely neces- 
sary. The psychologists consider 
it a must in the cleansing of the 
soul from various guilt com- 
plexes. Of course, some shy away 
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from the religious, Biblical word 
“confession,” and they have 
coined another word, “catharsis,” 
which is the Greek word meaning 
“cleansing,” the spitting out of 
what is within. 

It can be very dangerous not 
to bring out what is within the 
soul of man. And this applies 
both to praise and to the confes- 
sion of guilt. Many times when 
the author has visited someone 
who is in trouble or afflicted, and 
he is ready to leave, that person 
will turn to him and say, “Your 
visit has been such a tremendous 
help to me.” And yet the visitor 
has hardly said anything. But he 
became the receptacle, the inter- 
ested receptacle, of the other’s 
confidences. 

It is awful not to have someone 
to pour out one’s heart to. Now 
to whom does the Word of God 
command us to go to pour out our 
hearts? To God, to the priest, or 
to just anyone? 


To Whom Should We Confess 
Our Sins? 


The Apostle James very clearly 
says, “Confess your faults one to 
another.” As we read this, we 
immediately come to the conclu- 
sion that James is not speaking 
about the confession of our sins, 
but of our faults. 

There are two readings of this 
verse, one using the word hamar- 
tias, ordinarily translated “sins,” 
and the other paraptoomata, 
which means “the fallings out of 
line.” It really makes no differ- 
ence which one of these two 
words we choose as the correct 
one. 

The first one, hamartias, means 
sins in the sense of missing the 
mark set for us by God; and the 
word paraptoomata means sin in 











the sense of falling outside the 
way that the Lord has traced for 
us to walk in. The second implies 
the first, for being out of the way 
Wwe can never reach the goal set 
before us. If we take the way to 
Florida we cannot end up in Ver- 
mont. We have to be on the right 
road in order to reach the desired 
and set destination. Therefore, 
whatever the word is, it refers 
to being or doing something that 
is strange both to the way and 
the goal of the Lord. 

There is no doubt that James 
is speaking here to Christians. He 
has just finished telling of a sick 
brother who was visited by the 
elders of the local church who 
rubbed him with oil and prayed 
over him for his restoration to 
health. James told us that even 
if the man had sins, the Lord 
would forgive him. It was quite 
possible that he was sick because 
of sin, although this is not always 
the case with every sick person. 

There is a definite connection 
between the previous verses and 
this one. Unfortunately, the King 
James Version omits a little 
Greek word found in the original 
text, oun, meaning “therefore” or 
“then.” Our verse should actually 
read, “Therefore, confess your 
sins one to another.” Why this 
“therefore”? 

This is a general principle 
from a particular circumstance. 
In this verse, then, we are to 
understand that there must have 
been confession of sin in the pre- 
vious two verses in the case of 
the sick brother. He must have 
confessed his sins to the elders 
of the church whom he called to 
come and visit with him. On this 
general principle, James is call- 
ing us to do what this sick and 
sinful brother did. 

But he was afraid lest the eld- 
ers of the local church would feel 
that they could classify them- 
selves as “father confessors,” as 
some in these latter years have 
done. Let us bear in mind here 
that James does not say, “Confess 
your sins to the elders,” but 
“Confess your sins one to an- 
other.” 


i IS VERY significant 
indeed. James is speaking to 
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Christians in general when he 
says, “Confess your sins one to 
another.” If it is true that the 
lay people, the ordinary sinners, 
ought to confess their sins to the 
elders of the church, it ought to 
be equally true that the elders 
ought to confess their sins, not 
necessarily to their fellow elders, 
but to their brethren in Christ, 
their spiritual brethren. 


After this healing, this sick 


brother could no longer keep 
secret within him the sins that 
led to his physical illness, and so 
he tells them to his Christian 
visitors. But even if they were 
not elders of the church with any 
responsibility, we believe that 
this sick brother would have still 
confessed his sins to them. And 
who knows whether these very 
elders, at this moment when the 
healed brother opened his heart 
and told them of his sins, in turn 
confessed their sins to him? 


That word alleelois, translated 
“one to another,” is most inter- 
esting. It comes from the Greek 
word allos, which means “other.” 
But there is yet another Greek 
word, heteros, which means “oth- 
er,’ and it is from this latter 
that our English word “hetero- 
geneous” comes. Now allos ex- 
presses a numerical difference 
and denotes another of the same 
sort, while heteros expresses a 
qualitative difference and denotes 
another of a different sort. 

There is something that the 
Holy Spirit wants to teach us 
through this. It is the word al- 
leelois which James is using here 
to denote ‘one to another,” and 
by virtue of this word we come 
to the conclusion that James con- 
siders these elders of the same 
rank and quality as their healed 
brother over whom they prayed. 
He was not inferior to them, nor 
were they superior to him. He 
confessed his sins to them, and 
they could have confessed to him. 
The fact that they were not sick 
did not mean that they were not 
sinners, even as his illness did 
not necessarily mean that he was 
a sinner. 

Thus the inescapable meaning 
of this verse in James is that as 
Christians we are all on an equal 
footing as far as our susceptibil- 
ity to sin is concerned, and con- 
fession of sin should be made by 


one to the other without distinc- 
tion of rank, even between laity 
and priesthood. A priest after 
hearing the confession of his 
penitent parishioner should have 
the courage and the moral stam- 
ina to turn around and confess 
his sins to his parishioner. That 
is what James, the inspired Apos- 
tle, teaches. 


Bor IT IS NEVER safe to 
base a doctrine of such para- 
mount importance on one single 
verse of Scripture. Let us look 
at the rest of the Bible to see 
whether in apostolic times there 
was any practice of the so-called 
confessional. 

Can we find anything in the 
New Testament that would indi- 
cate that there were apostles who 
waited in a little room for people 
to come to them and confess their 
sins to them? The Scriptures are 
absolutely silent concerning this 
matter. Neither Peter, nor John, 
nor Paul in all their writings 
refer to people who came to them 
to confess their sins and whose 
sins they absolved. Could it be 
because those who were con- 
verted under their ministry be- 
came sinless? Hardly, for they 
constantly condemn their spir- 
itual children for the frequency 
of their sins. 


No, there are no confessionals 
in the New Testament. Confes- 
sion in the days of the apostles 
was an incidental thing born not 
out of apostolic obligation and 
ordinance, but out of a voluntary 
compulsion of the soul of the in- 
dividual. If a person did not con- 
fess to Paul, it did not mean that 
that person was going to go to 
hell. The thief on the cross had 
no apostle to confess his sin to, 
but had Christ to cry to; and 
praise the Lord, Christ is avail- 
able to everyone! We find then 
not a single instance where any 
of the disciples of Christ or the 
apostles invited anyone to come 
and confess his sins to them. 


Remember the disputation that 
Peter had with a man named 
Simon who offered money for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit? Peter 
calls him to repentance, but he 
does not ask him to confess his 

(Continued on page 26) 
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A Converted Catholic. SPEAKS 


“Jesus said, Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 


give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 


“The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water that 


I thirst not.’ 


—John 4:13-15 


“Slt, Give Me Chis Water!” 
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I WILL KILL you and your 
daughter if you don’t stop going 
to the house of the crazy people!” 
roared my father angrily as my 
poor mother, trembling with 
fear, listened with tears in her 
eyes. These thundering threats 
kept reverberating in her ears 
each waking hour of the day. 
Every time we started out to 
church, my father would resume 
anew his tirade of derisive mock- 
ing, jeering, swearing. 

Since he had come from Italy 
in his early boyhood days, his 
fondest memories were of his 
mother, a devout Roman Catholic 
who had kept in high regard the 
traditions of her faith handed 
down through many generations 
of her family. 

Himself vacillating if not in- 
different in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, dad nevertheless 
opposed with vehement fanati- 
cism mother’s and my decision to 
declare ourselves for Christ as 
our only Saviour. Whenever 
mother and I left the house to 
attend Protestant church serv- 
ices, we had to muster all our 
strength and stamina to prepare 
for the thundering impact of his 
wrath. 


Religion: Custom or Necessity? 


At the age of nineteen I was 
curious to know what religion 
offered, what guarantee it would 
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be for my life, how it would mold 
my inner being and regulate my 
outer life. Since we had moved to 
a different city and a new parish, 
I was taking religious instruction 
and Catechism again. 


These circumstances brought 
me in direct contact with two 
Roman Catholic priests, one an 
Irish priest who had a wide repu- 
tation for being a ladies’ man 
and a heavy drinker, and the 
other a young man with little 
experience and nothing to offer 
for inspiration. My questions 
about religious matters were not 
given proper answers; rather 
these priests tried to satisfy them 
with vague expressions. After in- 
struction if any one asked me 
why I was a Roman Catholic, I 


could not give an_ intelligent 
answer. 
As a young girl, I worked 


hard to help my parents and to 
put myself through school, and 
in moments of hardship and spir- 
itual depression, I looked at my 
religion as something in which I 
might find a tonic. I came to dis- 
cover that I was practicing re- 
ligion as a mere custom, not as a 
necessity. There was no spiritual 
motivation in my _ attending 


church. It was simply routine. 
There was no tranquillity or 
peace for my seeking mind in 
spiritual matters. Eventually my 
dreams for happiness were 
dimmed by the realization that 
life for me had come to mean two 
things—school and work. That 
was my existence. 


Mixed Marriage Victim 


It was at this time that I met 
my husband-to-be, and I felt that 
all I had never known at home 
would now be mine. The young 
man who was courting me was a 
Protestant. The day arrived when 
we decided to get married. As 
required, we went to his Luther- 
an pastor, who explained to us 
the fundamentals of Christianity. 
He talked to us about our rela- 
tionship to Christ and how a 
home established without the 
Divine Head would be a point 
where disaster would start. He 
gave us the most wonderful pic- 
ture of a happy life. 

In contrast to this, when we 
faced the Catholic priest, he was 
very coarse in his manner, and 
we both realized that his only 
interest was for my fiancé to sign 
the papers stating that our chil- 
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dren would be reared and educat- 
ed in the Roman Catholic faith. 
I was very much ashamed and 
my fiancé was disgusted! 

We were first married at the 
Lutheran church and then in the 
Catholic rectory. Even my Ro- 
man Catholic friends and rela- 
tives were remarking at the cold 
ceremony performed by the priest 
and his matter-of-fact attitude. 
In contrast to the Protestant 
ceremony, it was a sham! 

How could I have known that 
this, as I later discovered, was 
called a “mixed marriage,” each 
side pulling his own way, with no 
family altar, no Bible reading, no 
church services. What an awful 
awakening to a tragic reality! 
Even though buttressed with two 
marriage ceremonies, one Protes- 
tant and the other Catholic, the 
union was not successful. 

Although at the time of mar- 
riage we had very little, materi- 
ally speaking, we prospered and 
together became financially se- 
cure. However, even the luxuries 
that money can buy did not make 
this marriage successful. After 
several years we parted, leaving 
me with the responsibility of one 
five-year-old child and a month- 
old infant. 

The world seemed in a veri- 
table turmoil. Once again my 
quest for genuine happiness had 
eluded me. It is a natural tenden- 
cy to think in terms of the “other 
fellow” when unhappiness strikes, 
but I was forced to face the fact 
that this was happening to me 
and I had only succeeded in join- 
ing the ranks of thousands of 
other divorcees. The problems 
and heartbreak of a broken home 
seemed to suffocate me from 
every side. I had to face the world 
alone—except for my two pre- 
cious responsibilities. 


The Missing Ingredient 


The months passed, and one 
day the opportunity was open to 
use a natural talent with which I 
was endvwed—a voice to sing 
with, and after many months of 
preparation, the ability to per- 
form. 

Music fascinated me and I put 
my heart into my studies, which 
included drama, French, posture, 
diction and breathing, besides 
special vocal training by another 
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coach. Every hour of my busy 
day was dedicated to assiduous 
study and to endless memorizing 
of songs and plays. 

Although I had sung in some 
clubs and recorded with RCA, 
progress was slow until one eve- 
ning after a performance a pro- 
ducer approached me from the 
audience and expressed his desire 
to sign me for his current musi- 
cal. 

“Don’t call me; I’ll call you,” 
he said. As this was a phrase 
often used by producers signify- 
ing a forthcoming test or more 
likely a quiet brush-off, I must 
admit that I was not holding my 
breath for his call. 

Yes, Mr. Producer did call, 
and I was now carried aloft on 
the wings of success toward 
the culmination of my boldest 
dreams. If my previous years 
were empty and meaningless, 
surely the glamour of stardom 
would give me the lift I needed 
to find true happiness. Judging 
from outer appearances, it would 
indeed seem that I had “every- 
thing to live for.” In spite of my 
bright future, the one thing, the 
most important thing, was sadly 
missing from my life. 


Secret of Happiness 


“And ye shall seek me and find 
me when ye search for me with all 
your heart.” My quest for happi- 
ness, in its final analysis, had 
been a search for God. Although 
I was unaware of this, the Lord 
mercifully sent one of His mes- 
sengers to bring me the truth and 
the light. 

Two weeks prior to the call 
from the producer, God’s answer 
came in the person of a friend. 
I had not seen Velma for quite 
some time, and being curious at 
the genuine glow that seemed to 
radiate from her face, I asked, 

“What’s the big secret, Velma? 
What’s responsible for such ex- 
pressions of joy?” 

I can recall so vividly as she 
asked in return, with genuine 
warmth, 

“Do you really want to know, 
Gina?” 

“Yes,” I insisted, “I certainly 
do.”’ . 

She simply replied, “I have the 
Lord Jesus in my heart.” 

Taken aback and slightly em- 


barrassed by what appeared to 
me to be an overly pious state- 
ment, I halfway regretted having 
asked the question, as I now ex- 
pected her to give me the “re- 
ligion pitch.” 

But all Velma said were these 
few words, which I was never to 
forget: 

“You see, Gina, we cannot get 
to heaven, nor find happiness in 
this world, without accepting the 
Lord Jesus.” 

Not wishing to appear impolite 
but hoping it would terminate 
this conversation, I admitted that 
I, too, did believe in Jesus Christ 
and had tried to live according to 
His teaching by being loyal to 
my church and fair to my fellow- 
men. After all, it seemed to me, 
religion was a private affair and 
everyone should be left to wor- 
ship as he pleased. 

“Doing our best is not enough,” 
Velma continued, “‘for no matter 
how hard we try on our own, all 
have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. Gina, are you 
really happy, and do you know if 
you are going to heaven?” 

Naturally, since I had been 
taught that taking heaven for 
granted was the mortal sin of 
presumption, I could not answer 
her question. 

She said, “I am sure I am go- 
ing to heaven, and there is only 
one way to get there. The Bible 
will give you the answer and 
many more. I wish I could pray 
you into heaven, but you must do 
it yourself. The only way to have 
everlasting life, according to the 
Word of God, is to confess your 
sins to God and open your heart 
to Him.” 

I could not help reflecting on 
what Velma had said after she 
left. Thumbing through the 
pamphlets she had left for me, I 
found my belief in God as a God 
of love substantiated and con- 
firmed, but also learned that He 
is a God of wrath, a jealous God. 
“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.” I discovered that 
these “other gods” were the idols 
of money, pleasure, and the like. 
Still prejudicial to anyone at- 
tempting to convert me, I antici- 
pated an annoying case of “tele- 
phonitis,” but Velma was _ too 
busy asking the Lord in prayer 
to speak to me. 
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Before long, it was I who did 
the telephoning, suggesting to 
Velma that she pick me up for 
her Sunday evening service. She 
complied, and with the second 
visit to her church came the 
great turning point in my life. 


The Turning Point 


Wednesday evening, March 12, 
1958, I simply said “I do” when 
the pastor asked me if I loved the 
Lord. With deep conviction I 
said, “Yes, I do repent of all my 
sins and I want Him to reign in 
my life and my heart forever.” 

How permanently satisfying 
the Lord has been to me ever 
since that blessed night. Gone is 
that great void in my heart that 
had been so much a part of my 
past life, to be replaced by the 
magnificent feeling of security 
and salvation in the Lord. Yes, 
March 12, 1958 was truly a turn- 
ing point in my life. 

With greater zeal than ever, I 
was preparing for a singing en- 
gagement in one of the Valley’s 
exclusive clubs. My dear coach 
was busy planning my outfit, 
numbers, and various details of 
my schedule. 

When I accidentally mentioned 
this engagement to a Christian 
friend, she suggested that before 
proceeding with my plans I con- 
sult my pastor. Frankly, her sug- 
gestion didn’t make much sense 
to me. In my opinion, if the Lord 
had endowed me with talent and 
a fine singing voice, it was only 
logical that He would not want 
me to permit these gifts to go to 
waste by conscious neglect. 

Satan, being most persistent 
in his attempt to blind me to the 
importance of a dedicated life 
for Christ, tempted me with 
these thoughts: With the gifts 
God gave me, my voice, memory, 
intellect, I’ll be able to amass a 
substantial amount of money 
which I’ll use for His glory by 
aiding missions, orphanages, and 
similar deserving causes. Lonely, 
groping souls, desperately hun- 
gry for truth and peace, I fur- 


thermore reasoned, are more 
numerous in clubs and theaters 
than in churches. To these 


searching hearts I would talk 
about Christ and His saving mes- 
sage. For the glory of God and 
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the salvation of these errant, 
spiritually desolate people, I 
would use my talent and money 
as a missionary for the Lord on 
stage and screen. 

However, not wanting to dis- 
please my newly found Saviour, 
I heeded my friend’s advice and 
consulted with Pastor John De- 
Saegar. After listening sympa- 
thetically to my plan, he suggest- 
ed that I search the Word of God 
for guidance. 

Not doubting in the least that 
in my Bible I would find the an- 
swer, I nevertheless arrived at 
home that night with a heavy 
heart. As I laid my tormenting 
indecision before the Lord in 
humble prayer, I turned to Colos- 
sians 3:17: “Whatsoever ye do 
in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.” 

This was the answer I had 
been searching for. Like a revela- 
tion the knowledge came to me 
that we cannot glorify God by 
loving the world and the things 
thereof. We cannot serve God 
and mammon alike. 

Like a glorious dawn, peace 
and joy descended into my heart 
sweeping away the last remnants 
of uncertainty. My happiness 
knew no bounds. Ever since that 
day when I took my stand for 
Christ and gave Him my life 
without reservations, He has 
abundantly blessed me and my 
family. I have no further desire 
to sing worldly songs. In my grat- 
itude to the Lord, I have only 
one desire—to share every detail 
of my happiness with others. 


A Light Unto My Path 


The next day was to be a diffi- 
cult one, since I had to confront 
my beloved coach with my sud- 
den decision. She was a wonder- 
ful person with strong faith and 
implicit trust in my ability and 
future, and it seemed a shame to 
disappoint her in the high hopes 
she had always held for me. Dur- 
ing the preceding night, I spent 
much time in prayer asking the 
Lord to give her understanding 
and strength to accept my deci- 
sion. I wanted so much not to 
hurt her feelings lest I appear 
ungrateful to one who had gone 


to such lengths of devotion and 
effort to prepare me for a prom- 
ising career. 

On the other hand, I considered 
my task an opportunity to ac- 
quaint her with the power of the 
Word of God. In His goodness, 
God heard my prayers. Manifest- 
ly He went before me making the 
crooked places straight. He was 
a “lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” 

Notably disappointed, but nev- 
ertheless graciously accepting my 
explanations, my dear coach 
kindly offered to make the neces- 
sary cancellations. To my sur- 
prise she even said—and I shall 
never forget her words,—‘“Gina, 
if you have a calling from on 
High, you must obey.” How 
grateful I was for this oppor- 
tunity of expressing my new- 
found love for my Lord. 

Satan would not so readily 
“throw in the towel.” The Holly- 
wood producer kept calling, and 
many other doors seemed to open, 
inviting me back to a world of 
glamour, luxury, fame. It was 
only through the grace of God 
that I was able to resist tempta- 
tion. “He that is in you is greater 
than he that is in the world.” 
The Lord gave me the power of 
resistance through prayer. I firm- 
ly believe that prayer, the prayer 
of faith, is the secret of every 
successful Christian. 


Thou and Thy House 


In my home, the changes re-. 
sulting from my conversion were 
apparent to all, even to Steven, 
my seven-year-old son. He was 
most inquisitive as to what had 
caused the obvious change in his. 
mother. Certainly, I still had and 
do have many faults, but several’ 
virtues such as patience, toler- 
ance, and understanding, which 
had been conspicuously absent 
from my former life, began to. 
develop now through the con- 
sciousness of Christ dwelling 
within. Another victory gained 
through the Lord was the habit 
of smoking. Although strongly 
addicted, I never again yearned 
for another cigarette. 

I am happy to say that on June 
1, 1958, without any prompting 
or persuasion on my part, my 
son Steven accepted the Lord 
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Jesus Christ in his heart. This too 
was the result of prayer—the 
prayer of faith. From that eve- 
ning to this, Steven has been a 
testimony to the Lord. He has 
been most anxious to learn the 
stories of the Bible and witness 
to grownups; and the Lord used 
him to tell the wonderful story 
of Jesus to my mother. 

The thought of my unsaved 
family kept me awake many a 
night. Mother had at first at- 
tached little significance to my 
conversion, considering it an er- 
ratic whim on my part which she 
was confident I would tire of 
shortly. However, she could not 
help noticing the change in my 
conduct and soon began asking 
questions. 

On Mother’s Day, 1958, I gave 
her a simple version of the Bible, 
which she accepted rather coolly. 
On the flyleaf I wrote, “To a 
wonderful mother, with a prayer 
for salvation.” 

Commencing at first with re- 
luctance to read the Bible, she 
had finished reading its 630 pages 
by June. Imagine my surprise 
when one evening I found her 
waiting at my doorstep. She had 
walked fifteen blocks to accom- 
pany me to the mid-week serv- 
ices. Needless to say, I had prayed 
much for her conversion, and it 
was with a heart full of hope and 
expectancy that on that evening 
I introduced her to our pastor. 

At the close of the service, she 
and Pastor DeSaegar went into 
the prayer room, where mother 
had her personal experience with 
Jesus Christ. She had always 
been a wonderful mother to me, 
but now we were drawn even 
closer together by sharing some- 
thing very special, something we 
both would die for if necessary. 

It was very soon thereafter 
that the persecution set in. Both 
mother and I had to suffer a 
great deal from the angry an- 
tagonism and derisive mockery 
with which dad opposed our de- 
cision for Christ. In typical Ital- 
ian fashion, he left no stone 
unturned to assert his authority 
against us. Those were trying, 
tearful weeks and months for 
mother and myself. 

In my heart, however, I had no 
doubt that my prayers for dad 
were eventually bound to bear 


fruit. When his initial anger had 
somewhat simmered down, he 
switched to the technique of try- 
ing to confuse and unsettle me in 
my convictions by asking subtle 
questions about the Word of God. 
The result was always the same: 
dad would storm out of the house 
taking to one side of the road 
while I turned to the other. With 
conditions thus changing from 
bad to worse, life for mother be- 
came more intolerable with each 
new day. We were both praying 
without ceasing that dad would 
see the light. 

Dad would, for instance, try to 
corner me by demanding, “Why 
shouldn’t you confess your sins 
to the priest?” Putting my finger 
on chapter and verse, I referred 
him to I Timothy 2:5, “For there 
is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus.” 


The Word Convicts 


He finally began to show an 
interest in the Bible, although at 
first only because he hoped to find 
in it the needed verbal ammuni- 
tion to refute my beliefs. Father’s 
Day I summoned enough courage 
to give him a New Testament. 
On Thanksgiving Day of the same 
year, 1958, I experienced the 
greatest joy at seeing my dad 
get down on his knees for the 
first time in my life, to ask the 
Lord for forgiveness and to beg 
Him to come into his life as his 
personal Saviour. 

Truly, the Lord is good and 
merciful. At about the same time, 
my baby sitter also came to ac- 
cept the Lord. The Lord is no 
man’s debtor. If we think we are 
giving up something for Him, He 
will replace it with a far greater 
gift. I would like to stress that I 
gave up nothing for Christ, for 
before He came into my life, I 
had nothing! But I firmly believe 
that it was my willingness, my 
submission without reservations, 
that made possible these wonder- 
ful spiritual blessings. 

We are saved to serve. There 
is no greater mission in life than 
bringing a soul to a _ saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Why 
linger on the lower slopes? 
Afraid to go “all the way” for 
the Lord? It is well worthwhile 


to be mountaineers—aspiring to 
greater things through the power 
of God. 


Saved to Serve 


Having read 6,000 Bible pages 
in three months and _ studied 
many commentaries on the Gos- 
pel, I found my missionary zeal 
unabated. Soon I was looking for 
more fertile fields of being useful 
to the Lord. About six months 
after my conversion I determined 
to contact Christian organiza- 
tions to ascertain how I could 
more efficiently serve. I give Him 
all the praise for my present full- 
time work for Christ. 

This is the simple story of my 
conversion. But the most wonder- 
ful part, I am convinced, lies still 
ahead of me. Years ago I in- 
dulged in many a vain hope to 
see beyond the curtain of the 
future through the media of for- 
tune tellers, crystal balls and 
cards. But now I am convinced 
that my future rests safely and 
securely in the hollow of God’s 
hand. In the assurance of my sal- 
vation, I no longer need to dread 
the loss of heaven. 

The words of our Saviour, 
“Come unto me... and I will give 
you rest” (Matthew 11:28) have 
been realized in my life. In God I 
have truly found peace, rest, love, 
and lasting happiness. 

The Lord does not ask how 
many sins we have committed or 
how serious they are. He simply 
says, “Come... repent... ac- 
cept!” When He knocks at the 
door of your heart, do not turn 
away. He will open the treasures 
of His mercy to every sinner, as 
He did for me. 

Everlasting happiness can be 
ours only if we cling to Christ, 
as so well expressed by Lillian 
Cruickshank in her collection of 
Bible verses: 


Cling to the Mighty One 
(Ps. 89:19) 
Cling in thy grief 
(Hebr. 12:11) 
Cling to the Holy One (Ps. 16:10) 
He gives relief (Ps. 116:8). 
Cling to the Gracious One 
(Ps. 116:5) 
Cling to the Bleeding One 
(1 John 7:7) 
Cling to His side (John 20:27) 
Cling to the Risen One (Rom. 6:9) 
In Him abide (John 15:4). 
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The “Dream” Picture 


The Madonna of Perpetual Help is 
a “dream” picture. What it portrays is 
not found stated in so many words in 
Holy Scripture (though there could be 
a hint of it in the words of Psalm 37, 
often applied to Christ: “My sorrow is 
always before me.”). The unknown ar- 
tist of the picture has tried to portray 
this idea: The passion and death of 
the Redeemer were constantly in His 
mind, even as a child. 

Here, then, is the message of this 
Madonna. 

One day, when Christ was a boy, 
there suddenly appeared to Him in 
vision two angels, Michael and Gabriel, 
who reminded Him of His destiny as 
Man of Sorrows. They showed Him 
the Cross on which He was to die, the 
sponge dipped in gall atop a reed which 
would be reached to his parched lips 
when He was nailed to the Cross, the 
nails, the crown of thorns, the spear 
which would pierce His side after He 
had died. 


Naturally Christ was frightened. So 
He did what any frightened child 
would do; He ran to the arms of His 
mother. In fact, He ran there so quick- 
ly and cuddled there so closely that one 
of His sandals has come loose from His 
foot and can be seen falling to the 
ground. 


The lesson is quite obvious. We 
too, have difficulties, aches and pains, 
sorrows and sadness in our lives. We 
can profit by the example of Our Lord 
and bring our troubles to the attention 
of Mary. She will assist us no matter 
what our woe, because she is Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. 


This, therefore, is the picture. Mary 
holds her Son on her left arm. His 
hands are loosely cupped in her right 
hand. Mary’s gaze is towards us, while 
Our Lord seems to look into space. 
As you view the picture, you see the 
Archangel Michael to the left, the 
Archangel Gabriel to the right. 


The persons in the picture are iden- 
tified by Greek letters and inscriptions: 
The Mother of God; Jesus Christ; the 
Archangel Michael; the Archangel 
Gabriel. 

Historical documents trace the record 
of this miraculous Madonna back to 
the close of the 15th century, to just 
about the time when Columbus dis- 
covered America. 


At that time a merchant, a native of 
Crete, stole the picture from a church 
on that island where it was renowned 
for miracles. He concealed it among 
his wares, and after a stormy passage, 
arrived safely in Italy. 

A year later the merchant took the 
picture with him to Rome. While there, 
he was stricken with a malignant dis- 
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ease. 


He called to his bedside the 
Roman friends with whom he was 
staying, told them where he had con- 
cealed the stolen picture, and made 
them promise to give it to some church. 
They assured him that they would 
carry out his wishes. 


After his death, they discovered the 
picture. But the wife of the dead man’s 
friend prevailed upon him to keep the 
picture in their home rather than give 
it to a church. For nine months she 
enshrined the Madonna in her bed- 
room. 


Then occurred a series of apparitions 
of Our Lady through which she at- 
tempted to have the painting placed 
in a church. 


First Mary appeared to the Roman 
himself and urged him to take the pic- 
ture to a more honorable place. When 
he neglected to do so, she admonished 
him again, with the same results. At 
her third visit, she threatened him with 
a miserable death if he did not follow 
her wishes. 


Frightened, the Roman told his wife 
of these visions, but she put them aside 
as imaginings and wild statements. Her 
eloquence won out over Mary’s plead- 
ings. 

The official account of the picture’s 
history records Mary’s fourth appari- 
tion and the consequences: “Behold, 
several times I have warned you, and 
even tried to frighten you with threats, 
so that you might remove me from 
this place; but you would not listen to 
me. It is now necessary that you de- 
part first so that I may thereafter find 
a more suitable abode.” At that mo- 
ment he was struck with a horrible 
disease and died. 


Next, Mary appeared to the Roman’s 
six-year-old daughter, and to her she 
revealed her name: “Holy Mary of 
Perpetual Help commands you to take 
her out of your house; otherwise you 
will all die at once.” 


Meantime, the mother also had been 
favored with a visit from Mary, and 
she determined to obey. A_ neighbor 
woman who had been attracted to the 





house by all the commotion heard the 
story and tried to persuade the woman 
to keep the Madonna, and she heaped 
insults upon the picture, calling it a 
piece of wood in which the Queen of 
Heaven would not have the slightest 
interest. When this woman returned to 
her home, she was stricken with a 
serious disease, but she was cured just 
as suddenly when she prayed fervently 
to Mary and expressed sorrow for her. 
conduct. 


Finally, in a second visit to the young 
daughter, Holy Mary of Perpetual Help 
designated the shrine for her picture. 
She wanted it between St. Mary Major 
and St. John Lateran, in a church dedi- 
cated to St. Matthew the Apostle. 


The mother called for the Augus- 
tinian Fathers who had custody of St. 
Matthew’s Church. To them she gave 
the picture, and in solemn procession 
of priests and people, they carried it to 
their church. There it was enthroned 
on March 27, 1499. 


For about three centuries the Ma- 
donna of Perpetual Help was vener- 
ated at the Augustinian church dedi- 
cated to St. Matthew. It was visited by 
rich and poor, by royalty and peasants, 
by popes, priests, and prelates. 


Surrounding the picture were many 
testimonies of its miraculous power. 
Crutches and braces of various sorts 
attested to bodily cures; letters and 
inscriptions told of conversions, return 
to the sacraments, temptations over- 
come. A document describing the his- 
tory of the picture was on the wall 
next to the Madonna. 

. . . On December 11, 1865, Father 
Mauron and Father Marchi had an 
audience with Pope Pius IX. They told 
the story of the picture and where it 
was located. 


In his own hand, on the petition 
which the Redemptorists had presented, 
the Pope ordered the Augustinians to 
transfer the picture to the care of the 
Redemptorists, so that it would be lo- 
cated at the site which Our Lady had 
selected centuries before. 


Ave Maria, March 7, 1959 
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Few Priests in Guatemala 


The Maryknoli Fathers, a Roman 
Catholic mission order, report that in 
the province of Huehuetenango, Gua- 
temala, eighty-eight percent of the 218,- 
556 people are Catholic, with thirty- 
one priests to serve them—an average 
of one priest to every 6,173 persons. 


Vatican Censorship Expanding 


Pope John has made the Pontifical 
Commission on Movies, Radio and TV 
a permanent office of the Holy See. It 
will be attached to the Secretariate of 
State. Urging obedience to his prede- 
cessor’s request for national offices for 
movies, radio, TV, and educational 
activities, Pope John said he acted be- 
cause of concern for the spiritual lives 
of all mankind. He also created a Vati- 
can film library to collect film docu- 
mentation of interest to the Holy See. 

Under the leadership of American 
Bishop Martin J. O’Connor, rector of 
the North American College in Rome, 
the new office will direct Roman Cath- 
olic activities in films, radio and TV 
throughout the world. 


America's "National" 
Catholic Shrine 


Cardinal Spellman announced that 
the great upper church of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D. C., will be dedicated 
November 20. 

The edifice, which gives Washington 
“another great place of pilgrimage,” 
was built as an act of homage to the 
Mother of God. It is also a plea for 
her intercession and protection, as the 
Blessed Virgin is the patroness of this 
country under the title of her Immacu- 
late Conception. She was so chosen by 
the Bishops of the United States in 
1846. 

The pilgrimage (and financial profit) 
aspect is supplemented by a news item 
in The Register that a cafeteria with 
accommodations for three hundred 
persons is planned at what the hier- 
archy calls the “National” Shrine. 
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Tightrope Baptism 


French Roman Catholic newspapers 
criticized as undignified a baptism per- 
formed on a circus tightrope before 
a crowd of 4,000 persons of Saint 
Jean d’Angelly in southwestern France. 
Sonia Donay, eight-month-old daughter 
of the manager of a team of circus 
performers, was baptized on a tight- 
rope ninety feet above the ground in 
the church square. 

The baby was strapped to her god- 
father’s chest, and he and the god- 
mother took their places on the wire. 
The priest who performed the baptism 
was raised on a fire ladder to the level 
of the wire. 


Vatican Navy Flag 


Approximately 20% of the world’s 
ship tonnage is registered under the so- 
called “flags of convenience” of Liberia, 
Panama, Honduras, and other little 
countries. These countries are doing a 
highly lucrative business by allowing 
the sea-going vessels of large indus- 
trialized nations to be registered under 
their flags. Lower taxes imposed by 
these small countries and lax maritime 
laws explain the fact why Liberia alone, 
after England, now has the world’s 
second-largest fleet. 

According to a recent announcement, 
the Vatican State now wants to develop 
a fleet of its own by allowing foreign 
vessels to fly the Sovereign Pontiff’s 
own “flag of convenience.” 

According to the Canadian journal 
Saturday Night, the Holy See has “al- 
ready notified all countries that adhere 
to the Barcelona Naval Agreement of 
1921 that they are going to allow their 
flag to be flown on all ships that ply 
the high seas and who wish to have 
ownership registered in the Vatican.” 

After noting how financially profit- 
able the practice has become, Cardinals 
Canali, Siri and Mimi are reported to 
have decided in favor of the prospec- 
tive money-making project. It would 
also be a welcome means for a Vatican 
voice in the world’s labor union coun- 
cils and transportation associations. 


Nuptial Agreements on Religion 
“Void and Unenforceabie” 


In a recent decision Ohio’s Supreme 
Court refused to review a lower court 
ruling declaring pre-marriage pacts to 
rear children in a particular religion 
“void and unenforceable.” 

The case was that of a Toledo couple 
who had executed a pre-nuptial agree- 
ment that all children of their union 
would be reared in the Roman Catholic 
faith and sent to Catholic schools. 

In a civil court divorce, the Protes- 
tant mother signed a separation agree- 
ment in which she promised to fulfil 
her pre-marriage pledge and raise their 
daughter in the Roman Catholic faith. 
The mother placed the child in a Cath- 
olic school for one year. However, the 
next year she sent the child to a public 
school and to a Lutheran church. 

The father sued in Lucas County 
Common Pleas Court, asking that his 
ex-wife be held in contempt for not 
living up to the divorce agreement. 

Common Pleas Court Judge Paul 
Alexander, who ruled against the 
father, said he wanted to make it clear 
that his decision in the case was 
“neither condonation nor condemna- 
tion of the promise or of the violation 
of a court order. 

“It is simply a holding that if the 
mother is to be deterred from her pres- 
ent course of action, the dissuasion 
must be accomplished by means other 
than force. The Catholic father would 
be well within his rights were he to 
place preservation of his Faith above 
preservation of his family. Unfortu- 
nately for him, while the former may 
take precedence in an _ ecclesiastical 
tribunal, no faith or religious dogma 
may ever take precedence over a State 
constitution in a State court.” 

The Court of Appeals upheld Judge 
Alexander. The father then appealed to 
the Ohio Supreme Court, which like- 
wise refused to hear an appeal. 


French Catholic Schools 
Cry for Aid 


French Premier Debre’s announce- 
ment of temporary emergency aid to 
Roman Catholic schools was greeted 
with violent opposition from leftists 
and threatened to provoke another 
bitter battle over State subsidies for 
church schools. France’s financially 
hard-pressed Catholic schools, under 
the emergency relief measure, will be 
able to continue functioning since the 
temporary relief measure provides that 
they will receive their subsidy earlier 
than usual. A government-appointed 
commission made up of education ex- 
perts of all political opinions will study 
a permanent solution to the Catholic 
schools’ economic plight before the 
next session of Parliament. 
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World Poll on immortality 


A world-wide survey regarding belief 
in immortality was recently published 
in the New York Herald Tribune. Of 
the nine countries surveyed, Italy had 
the highest percentage of people be- 
lieving in life after death, with 28 per- 
cent considering it unlikely or indicat- 
ing doubt. In France, only 31 percent 
believe in life after death, and in Ger- 
many only 28 percent, with 19 percent 
thinking it likely, and 53 percent reply- 
ing in the negative. Japan has only nine 
percent of its population believing in 
life after death, with 21 percent think- 
ing it likely, and 70 percent saying no. 


“Captive Schools" Featured 
in POAU Film 


The estimatéd 2,055 nuns and priests 
teaching in United States public schools 
form the backdrop of a movie pro- 
duced by Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United for Separation of Church 
and State (POAU). 

“Public demand for information on 
these ‘captive schools,’” said Glenn L. 
Archer, Executive Director of POAU, 
“led us to dramatize the facts with this 
semi-documentary film. 

“A captive school,” he explained, “is 
a public school staffed by nuns, broth- 
ers or priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church. We have taken the story of 
one of the schools we _ retrieved, 
changed names and put it on celluloid. 
Where they exist, captured schools not 
only violate the law, but disrupt the 
life of the community and create re- 
ligious strife. To stop these unconsti- 
tutional church-state tie-ups, we take 
legal steps where we must, but we 
prefer to use educational means, such 
as this movie.” 

As was to be expected, reaction of 
the Roman Catholic press to release 
of this film is as widespread as it is 
vehement. Typical is the comment of 
the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence which was widely circulated in the 
Catholic press: 

“A movie to save the public is being 
readied for release this fall. It is en- 
titled Captured. The film is a ‘docu- 
mentary’ on how the Catholic Church 
is trying to ‘capture’ the nation’s public 
schools. 

“All this is through the courtesy of 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State. Throughout the film the message 
is to spread fear and distrust of the 
Catholic Church... 

“Captured will not win any Academy 
awards. It probably will not be seen at 
neighborhood theaters. But POAU is 
hoping to convince Protestants in vari- 
ous communities that these ‘captive 
schools’ and the ridiculous situations 
portrayed in the film, really do exist.” 
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Roman Catholics in Spain 


A Spanish priest writing about the 
present state of Roman Catholicism in 
Spain points out that “a prince of the 
Church, the Bishop of Madrid-Alcala, 
is a member of the Supreme Council 
of the Falange; a Benedictine monk 
and a professor of the Seminary of 
Pamplona are members of the subor- 
dinate National Council of the Falange; 
for that matter, all of the subsidiary 
organizations of the Falange have 
spiritual counselors, and all Falangist 
ceremonies begin with celebration of 
the mass. These and many other aspects 
of official Catholicism in Spain ring of 
compromise .. .” 

The priest, writing under the pen 
name of Samino Iturri in the periodical 
Iberica, goes on to give some enlighten- 
ing facts about the Catholicism of Spain 
by stating that “those attending mass 
in the suburbs of Barcelona do not 
amount to ten percent of the total 
population; in the center of Barcelona, 
twenty percent; in the outskirts of 
Madrid there are only 14,000 practic- 
ing Catholics among 106,000 inhabi- 
tants of six big parishes.” 


Knights of Columbus Ads 
Capture the Unwary 


In a report prepared by Supreme 
Grand Knight Luke E. Hart for the 
organization’s 77th annual convention 
in August, it was revealed that Knights 
of Columbus advertisements on the 
Roman Catholic faith from June 1958 
to June 1959 produced 354,283 in- 
quiries or more than 1,300 per day for 
every weekday of the year. Of that 
number, more than one out of every 
ten, or 36,989, enrolled for Catholic 
instruction by mail. 

Mr. Hart also declared that the 
Knights of Columbus program of ad- 
vertising is playing an important part 
in mixed marriage cases by placing 
authentic Roman Catholic information 
at the easy disposal of the non-Catholic 
party. 


New Lutheran Film 


The Lutheran Churches who pro- 
duced the successful Martin Luther 
film are preparing a new new film 
about the struggle of Christians under 
communism in East Germany. Allen E. 
Sloane, film and radio-TV writer, has 
prepared a screen play based on docu- 
mented reports of the church-state con- 
flict in Eastern Europe. Lothar Wolff, 
of Louis de Rochemont Associates, 
who was producer and co-author of 
Martin Luther, is again cooperating 
with Mr. Sloane on the script and will 
produce the new movie abroad through 
the Rochemont organization later this 
year. 


Colombian Priest 
Instigates Persecution 


The missionary priest Pedro Sanchez 
of Ayapel recruited school children, 
several adults and three policemen to 
stage a demonstration before the homes 
of Protestants in El Cedro on the eve- 
ning of February 17, 1959. At each 
home he led the children in cheers to 
the Roman Catholic Church and curses 
to the Protestant Church. 

Urged on by the priest, the crowd 
then stoned the homes of the Protestant 
families while he and the policemen 
stood by. At one of the homes where 
the parents were not at home, the mob 
broke into the back yard and physically 
assaulted the children, hitting a little 
girl with a stone and dragging a boy 
through the street. Courageous neigh- 
bors came to the rescue of the children. 

Priest Sanchez and the policemen 
then forced their entrance into the 
home of Sr. Eugenio Acevedo, where 
Sr. Julio Ubarne, a visiting Protestant 
pastor, was being entertained. They 
searched the house, confiscated the 
pastor’s suitcase, arrested the pastor 
and Sr. Acevedo, and led them to 
nearby Ayapel, where the priest or- 
dered them to be jailed. 

The next day the Mayor, Sr. Antonio 
Arango, released the men and told Sr. 
Ubarne to get out of town. When Sr. 
Ubarne told him of the stoning attacks, 
the Mayor turned to the priest, smiled, 
and said he could do nothing. 


Pope's California Winery 
Protests Income Tax 


De LaSalle Institute, Napa, Cali- 
fornia, in a petition to the Federal dis- 
trict court at San Francisco, has con- 
tended that the tax of $490,000 it paid 
to the Internal Revenue Service is im- 
properly levied since “all property of 
the plaintiff is church property, subject 
to the control of the Pope.” 

The Christian Brothers, a Roman 
Catholic order which operates a num- 
ber of high schools in the United States, 
filed suit for recovery of the tax levy 
imposed on its profits since 1952 from 
the winery operated by the order at 
Napa. The Internal Revenue Service 
had acted in accordance with a recent 
tax ruling that the Christian Brothers 
are lay brothers and not a “sacerdotal 
order.” 

Paul Blanshard, special counsel for 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United, said: 

“Christian Brothers’ wine and brandy 
is distributed by Fromm and Sichel, a 
seventy-per-cent-Seagrams-owned _ sub- 
sidiary. Thus, the religious tax exemp- 
tion of the Christian Brothers from un- 
related business taxes could give a tax 
advantage to America’s largest com- 
mercial producer of whiskey.” 
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IN COLOMBIA 


Hope for Mevico Village 


— MISSIONARY has times 
when the outlook for a certain 
work is discouraging. The people 
seem indifferent; there is a lack 
of spiritual growth and sensitive- 
ness of conscience; there is, more- 
over, an appearance of spiritual 
stagnation. Such was the condi- 
tion of Mexico Village, Colombia, 
where the Gospel was first 
preached by missionaries evangel- 
izing the river towns from the 
time the mission was launched in 
1951. 

At first the response to the 
Gospel in Mexico Village was 
most gratifying. Besides a church, 
a school was founded for the 
children of the village. After a 
year and a half, however, the 
government took action against 
all Evangelical schools in Roman 


Catholic mission territories and 
closed them in accordance with 
principles laid down by the Vati- 
can-Colombian treaty. 

Although there is no Roman 
Catholic church in Mexico Vil- 
lage, our church suffered the same 
fate as the school and was closed 
in 1953. The pastor, Ricardo 
Guerrero, fled for his life. In 1954 
it was reopened for a short while 
and then reclosed. In 1958 the 
church was again reopened but by 
April of the same year it was 
once more closed. 

Providentially, the pastor of 
the district was not in town. The 
villagers reported to me later that 
the priest was so angry he cer- 
tainly would have done physical 
harm to the pastor had he been 
there. 


QQUUUUGUNNSVAUUQUUUONOOOONUUQOUOUOUSHAUUCOOUUEEESNOOGOUOOUOEORSUOUUUOULUUEGUNAUEOUOOUEOONOOOOOOOOEONOGOOUOUSOOOGENUUUUOOOUORONOEUUOOONEEOGOOOUUOUOONSONUUUOOOEUEEAOOSUGUUU EEG AATUOUO AANA REDE 


Grave Peril in Protestant Cemetery 


Rev. José Maria de Alfara, a mis- 
sionary priest from Spain (Capuchin 
Order), stopped Protestants from re- 
pairing a cemetery fence in a town in 
Colombia. He claims that the adminis- 
tration of all cemeteries is in the hands 
of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
that Protestants have no right to have 
one. He directed them to turn their 
materials over to him. 


The cemetery is on land purchased 
from the municipality nine years ago 
by the Protestant church. About nine- 
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teen Protestants have been buried there. 
The church members have refused to 
turn their cemetery over to the priest. 
In the meantime, the cemetery is being 
desecrated by cattle which’ enter 
through the broken fence to graze. 


The Inspector of Police, Sr. Teo- 
doro Barros, when interviewed about 
the matter, said bluntly that the Prot- 
estant congregation could not proceed 
with its repairs because the law upholds 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


As it was, the priest vented his 
wrath on the church property, 
breaking up the benches, turning 
the communion table upside down 
and nailing part of a bench, the 
blackboard, and the offering plate 
to the door—a symbolic warning 
to the people that the authorities 
would not permit freedom of 
worship, of education, or of giv- 
ing to the support of God’s work 
in Mexico Village. 


The family who took the most 
active part in the church was that 
of Don Lorenzo Cabrera. While 
Don Lorenzo and his wife Petro- 
na courageously took their stand, 
identifying themselves with the 
Evangelical movement before the 
priest and _ authorities, there 
seemed to be very little progress 
evident in their lives after the 
initial decision to accept Christ 
as Saviour. For one thing, they 
failed to get married and thereby 
meet one of the conditions laid 
down by the national church for 
baptism. Hope began to fade for 
the work in Mexico Village. 


Ray of Hope 


However, last year when I was. 
there on my first river trip, I had 
the joy of meeting the Cabrera 
family. Two members of the fam- 
ily in particular seemed to shed 
some ray of hope. Marcia, I learn- 
ed, had applied to enter our Bible 
institute. Her face radiated joy 
as she anticipated the opportunity 
of studying God’s Word. 


But there were still many prob- 
lems. Would she be able to quali- 
fy? Marcia had had only a year 
and a half of schooling years ago 
when the Evangelical school was 
open in her village. But she did 
show evidence of spiritual growth 
under the leadership of Ricardo 
Guerrero when he was _ pastor 
there. Would she lend an ear to 
the inspirations of the Lord? Or 
would she follow the discouraging 
example of her parents? 


Marcia arrived at the Crista- 
lina Bible Institute in August, 
1958, to begin her first year. She 
proved to be an _ exceptionally 
bright girl, quick to learn. But 
more important than her good 
grades was her growth in the 
Lord. She applied for baptism, 
and during her last week of 
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school in January, 1959, she was 
baptized. 


Shining Lights 


But let us return to Marcia’s 
village. What had happened dur- 
ing her absence? Her brother 
Philip became the first villager to 
receive baptism. 

Immediately he began to take 
on the leadership of the church. 
In September of 1958, when Har- 
old Brabon and one of our direc- 
tors, Rev. Harry Woods, visited 
Mexico Village to reopen the 
church by permission of the gov- 
ernor, Philip took his stand for 
Jesus—a stand which resulted in 
four days in jail without so much 
as bread or water. In jail he ra- 
diated faith and love—faith to- 
ward God who was his shepherd 
and miraculously sustained him, 
and love toward his persecutors, 
the police and priest who in clos- 
ing the church had violated the 
governor’s orders. 


IN AMERICA 





At this time Philip had become 
engaged to the girl who was to 
become his wife, Rachel Coterio. 
Rachel, who is from Zaragosa, is 
also a baptized Christian and con- 
tinues strong in the faith. She 
was one of the ten graduates to 
finish the four-year course at our 
Cristalina Bible Institute in Janu- 
ary, 1959. In March she and Phil- 
ip were married. They had both 
a civil and a Christian wedding, 
becoming the first married couple 
in Mexico Village. 

God has now a good witness in 
Mexico Village where one couple 
and a young girl are shining 
lights. It is to be hoped that Don 
Lorenzo and Petrona will follow 
their son’s example and be mar- 
ried and take this step toward a 
good testimony for Jesus. This 
could be the turning of the tide 
of indifference in Mexico Village. 
With God’s blessing and your 
prayers, it could be the day of 
new hope. 


Roman Catholics 
Are Finding Christ 


‘Vans FEW PEOPLE realize 
the overwhelming percentage of 
Roman Catholics in the greater 
part of New England. Though 
our area was founded by Protes- 
tants, yet in most of the States 
of New England the Roman popu- 
lation will dominate by averages 
of 50 to 75 percent. Rhode Island, 
scene of the first Baptist church 
on American soil, has the largest 
percentage of Catholics in the 
United States. What is being done 
to reach these large masses for 
the Lord? 

Many of our churches have 
found among Roman Catholics an 
awakening interest in discovering 
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the assurance of a heart-experi- 
ence with God. The New York 
Billy Graham Crusade did much 
to make these searching souls re- 
alize that Protestants had a faith 
that gave -urpose to life and 
peace that is permanent. 

In our church, Grace Baptist in 
Bristol, Connecticut, we had no- 
ticed that a large number of the 
new church members are former 
Catholics who have now experi- 
enced the new birth. An average 
of one in four is a converted Cath- 
olic. For example, last year we 
took in fifty members, thirty-nine 
by baptism. Thirteen of these 
were former Catholics. We have 


baptized sixteen new members so 
far this year, and four were of 
Roman Catholic backgrounds. 
Half of our deacons, half of our 
deaconesses, the president of our 
Brotherhood, and the president of 
our Conference Youth Fellowship 
—all are converts from Catholi- 
cism. A half-dozen men are a part 
of a group of CFAB’s—Convert- 
ed Former Altar Boys. 


Channels of Blessing 


One may ask, “How is it pos- 
sible to reach these people?” I do 
not think that we have had a 
special campaign to reach Ro- 
man Catholics, but we have sim- 
ply carried our witness to them. 
Two things do appeal to them, 
however, and we praise God for 
these opportunities. 

First, they appreciate witness- 
ing laymen. In a society where 
clergymen are paid to take care 
of their religious needs, they 
know little about witnessing and 
rarely do any themselves. We 
have a Fishermen’s Club, headed 
by a former Catholic, which is 
doing a marvelous job of contact- 
ing and dealing with people in 
their homes. ; 

Secondly, they do listen to a 
radio broadcast, especially when 
it is from a local church and 
someone invites them to listen. 
Our church has completed three 
months of broadcasting the morn- 
ing service, and we have just 
signed a contract to continue this 
program for another year. We 
consider this a missionary ven- 
ture of our community. Last Sun- 
day we rebaptized a family of 
four, who came to our church 
through the broadcasts. 

These are channels, but the 
message must be the Word of 
God. It is His Word that He has 
promised to bless and, according- 
ly, our powers decrease when we 
get away from it. When the Holy 
Spirit illumines the mind of a 
Roman Catholic, he finds the Bi- 
ble a precious book and will carry 
it constantly. One convert spends 
an hour and a half a day in Bible 
study and prayer. He has com- 
pleted two correspondence cours- 
es. Praise God, His Word is still 
able to speak to human hearts, in 


America as well as in the mission 
fields. 
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by Cornelius K. Rand 


Purgatory 


Wi DO Roman Catholics 
pray for the souls of their de- 
parted loved ones in “purga- 
tory?” That is a question that 
has puzzled many Protestants. 

The Roman Church uses as its 
reason for this teaching a quota- 
tion from the Second Book of 
Maccabees 12:43-46: “. . . and 
making a gathering, he sent 
twelve thousand drachms of sil- 
ver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to 
be offered for the sins of the 
dead.” 

This is followed by the key 
phrase on which rests the un- 
Biblical dogma: “It is therefore 
a holy and wholesome thought to 
pray for the dead that they may 
be loosed from their sins.” 


Not in the Bible 


Father O’Brien in his book 
The Faith of Millions says, 
“While the word ‘purgatory’ does 
not occur in Scripture, the reality 
which it symbolizes is referred 
to both in the Old and New Tes- 
tament.” (pp. 421-422) However, 
he does not give one single Scrip- 
ture quotation to support this 
statement. Why? Because there 


is no Scripture passage to defend 
the doctrine of purgatory. 

The Bible plainly teaches that 
no one can pray for the dead 
effectually. “None of them can 
by any means redeem his broth- 
er, nor give to God a ransom for 
him.” (Ps. 49:7) 

Let us examine the quotation 
from the Second Book of Macca- 
bees. First of all, the Book of 
Maccabees belongs to the Apocry- 
phal books and all of the Apocry- 
phal books were rejected by the 
Jews as lacking in inspiration in 
the time of Christ. Christ Him- 
self rejected them. Even the 
eminent Jewish historian Jose- 
phus said that the Jews rejected 
the Apocryphal books as not be- 
ing of Divine origin. All of the 
early Christians rejected them, 
and the New Testament makes 
no reference to them nor does it 
quote them. 

Yet this false book of Second 
Maccabees is used by the Roman 
Church to build its fearsome dog- 
ma of purgatory. Nowhere in this 
quotation do we find mention of 
any fire that will burn a poor 
Catholic soul. All that is men- 


FACT 


or 


FABLE? 


tioned is prayers for the dead. 

It is difficult to see how the 
Roman Church can erect such an 
elaborate doctrine on such flimsy 
material. 

In Our Sunday Visitor, a Ro- 
man Catholic paper, we read 
these words: 

“Are You Insured? 

“Write and ask about our plan 
to offer the Gregorian Masses 
after your death. This is real 
insurance for your soul.” (Aug. 
11, 1946) 

“Purgatory is real Sub-Hell. 
The sense pains of Purgatory 
equal those of Hell, which means 
the temperature is the same in 
both regions.” (Nov. 26, 1945) 


Brutal and Frightening 


To a Bible-reading Protestant 
these notices are pitiable, even 
humorous; however, to a Roman 
Catholic thinking of his departed 
loved one, they are frightening. 
So he goes to a priest and pays 
for masses to liberate the soul of 
the departed one from such an 
awful place of torment. Could 
anything be more brutal than to 
teach such a false and untrue 


It is difficult to conceive of a belief so groundless and yet so frightening as the Roman 


dogma of purgatory. The New Testament plainly teaches that a person is either saved or lost. 


Rome claims a partial salvation that embraces everyone from sinner to saint. The Roman 


Church doles out salvation piecemeal so that the Catholic never feels completely saved. 
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doctrine to frighten people into 
giving money to the priests? 

The Roman Church readily ad- 
mits that it does not know how 
long a soul will stay in purga- 
tory. Even her “saints” must go 
through the fires of this awful 
place. Yet it will take money to 
pray the departed one out of this 
horrible place, admitting too that 
there is no assurance that the 
prayers will be effectual. It is 
difficult to conceive of a belief so 
groundless and yet so frightening 
as the dogma of purgatory. 

In a book written by Alexander 
Hislop, The Two Babylons, we 
read these words of reference to 
the pagan priesthood existing be- 
fore the time of Christ: 

“In every land we find the pa- 
gan priesthood devouring widows’ 
houses and making merchandise 
of the tender feelings of sorrow- 
ing relatives, sensitive alone to 
the immortal happiness of the 
beloved dead.” 

This shows us where the Ro- 
man Church discovered purga- 
tory: it was taken from pagan 
religions. The first recorded men- 
tion of prayers for the dead in 
Roman Catholic Christianity did 
not occur until A. D. 330, 


All Catholics Go There 


What purgatory really does is 
to give a hardened sinner another 
chance after death. It leaves the 
door ajar for Roman Catholics 
to continue in gross sin in the 
false belief that they will be able 
to make a perfect act of contri- 
tion at the time of death and so 
escape hell. Consequently no Ro- 
man Catholic dares hope for 
heaven; he hopes for purgatory. 
How far this is from New Testa- 
ment Christianity can be seen by 
reading the Bible. The whole dog- 
ma of purgatory is a denial of 
Christ’s redemptive work on the 
cross. 

The New Testament plainly 
teaches that ‘a person is either 
saved or lost. Rome claims a par- 
tial salvation that embraces every 
one from Hitler to the Pope. The 
Roman Church doles out salva- 
tion piecemeal so that the Cath- 
olic never feels completely saved. 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen in his 
book The Preface to Religion 
Says on page 138, “The necessity 
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of purgatory is grounded upon 
the absolute purity of God... If 
there be no purgatory, then the 
justice of God would be too ter- 
rible for words, for who are they 
who would dare assert themselves 
pure enough and spotless enough 
to stand before the Immaculate 
Lamb of God?” 


No “Second Chance”’ 


We agree with Bishop Sheen 
that there is no one who is 
worthy to stand before the Lamb 
of God in his own righteousness. 
Yet the Bible plainly teaches that 
standing complete in Christ’s 
righteousness, obtained through 
faith, one can do so. 

“Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
by whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God.” (Romans 5:1, 2) 

“There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 8:1) 

The Bible says that all born- 
again believers will go, at death, 
into the very presence of the 
Lord. (Phil. 1:23; Luke 23:43; 
2 Cor. 5:1-6) The Scriptures 
plainly teach there is no “second 
chance” after death. (Rev. 14:13; 
Luke 16:22) 


Salvation Complete in Christ 


If there is a purgatory, then 
the Bible cannot be trusted, for it 


does not mention such a place. 
The Bible does, however, tell of 
the joyous salvation given to all 
who repent and trust the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone. 

“Let not your’ heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” (John 14:1-3) 

In Hebrew 10:19, 20 we read 
these precious words of assur- 
ance: “Having therefore, breth- 
ren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by 
a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh.” 

If Christ Himself does not 
save us completely, then He does 
not save us at all. The Lord Jesus 
taught that He saves completely 
without the aid of an earthly 
priest. 

“My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow 
me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. I and my Father are one.” 
(John 10:27-30) 


The Veneration of “‘Relics” 


I HAVE OFTEN pondered on 
the subject of “relics” in relation 
to the Papal system. If all the so- 
called relics in all the Roman 
Catholic cathedrals, churches, 
monasteries, convents, etc., 
throughout the world were gath- 
ered into one huge hall, it would 
surely be the most extraordinary 
collection that human beings had 
ever seen! 

Talk of museums! In all ordi- 
nary museums there are, of 
course, innumerable things of 
great human interest—most of 
them educative about the past to 
a very high degree. But nobody 


enters a museum with quite the 
same feelings of veneration for 
the things displayed as Roman 
Catholics are expected to have for 
the relics to be seen in their 
cathedrals, etc., including St. 
Peter’s in Rome. To Roman Cath- 
olics these relics cannot be mere 
museum pieces in the ordinary 
sense; their purpose must be to 
draw forth a feeling of awe and 
reverence for the objects. 

Here is a list of relics, all of 
which can be _ unaswerably 
authenticated as having been 
shown, and in many places are 
still to be seen: 
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The hair of St. Mary Magda- 
lene. 

The 
Stephen. 

Some hay from the manger at 
Bethlehem. 

The head of the woman of 
Samaria. 

A tooth of St. Stephen. 

The bed of the Virgin. 

St. Joseph’s chain. 

Some of the Blessed Virgin’s 
milk and hair. 

St. Peter’s right foot shoe. 

The cross on which the good 
thief was executed. 

Judas’s lantern. 

The tail of Balaam’s ass. 

The axe, saw and hammer of 
St. Joseph and a few nails which 
he had not driven. 

A few blossoms of Aaron’s rod. 

One of the Virgin’s combs. 

A piece of the Virgin’s veil, as 
good as new. 

A piece of the rope with which 
Judas hanged himself. 

Some butter and a small cheese 
made of the Virgin’s milk. 

Part of the Lord’s cloth in 
which He was wrapped in the 
manger. 

Two pieces of the manger. 

Part of the pitchers in which 
Jesus converted the water into 
wine. 


stones thrown at St. 
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LOOK FOR THE FOLLOWING FEATURES 
IN YOUR DECEMBER ISSUE: 


THE CASE AGAINST PAPAL INFALLIBILITY 
by Roman Catholic Bishop Dupanloup 


GIANT OF THE REFORMATION 


commemorating John Calvin 


How To PoINT ROMAN CATHOLICS TO CHRIST 
by Dr. Miner B. Stearns 


by Dr. W. M. Montano 
PLUS an editorial about Christ's Mission's new correspondence 


course on Roman Catholic doctrines in the light of Scripture. 
You will not want to miss this special Christmas issue 


of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine! 


Some fragments of the five 
barley loaves with which our 
Lord satisfied five thousand per- 
sons. 

Some of our Lord’s hair. 

Some of the hem of our Lord’s 
garment. 

A large bone of St. Peter; two 
of his teeth; some of his beard; 
some of his robe; a piece of his 
staff; some pieces of his cross. 

A tooth of St. Paul; some of 
his beard; some of his bones; 
some of his blood. 

One bone of St. Bartholomew. 

Two thigh bones of St. 
Thomas. 

And many more similar “rel- 
ics.” 

What extraordinary credulity, 
superstition and deception must 
be associated with such a list! 
Yet even popes believed in the 
genuineness of such relics! The 
amazing thing is that presum- 
ably intelligent and educated Ro- 
man Catholics, clerical and lay, 
either tacitly accept the reality 
of such “relics,” or fail to de- 
nounce belief in them to be what 
they are stated to be as gross 
superstition—much worse indeed 
than that of the heathen who, in 
his blindness, “bows down to 


wood and stone.” 
(From The Churchman’s Magazine) 


Confession 
(Continued from page 14) 


sins to him, but to confess his 
sins to God and receive forgive- 
ness from Him. “Repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought 
of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee.” (Acts 8:22) Peter, unlike 
those who claim to be his descend- 
ants in apostolic succession, nei- 
ther calls Simon to the non- 
existent confessional, nor does he 
give absolution of sin. 


‘kee WHOLE Christian world 
is unanimous in repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer, and every time we 
repeat that prayer we declare 
that confession is to be made to 
God only and that absolution is 
from Him and not from any hu- 
man being. We repeat, “Our 
Father ... forgive us our debts.” 
(Matt. 6:9, 12) The publican 
sought mercy, not from a human 
being, but from God as he said, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
(Luke 18:13) 

It is only natural and logical 
that confession of sin should be 
made to the One who is able to 
forgive sin; and only God is able 
to do this, as John declares in his 
First Epistle, 1:9: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” 

It would be entirely nonsensi- 
cal to go to a butcher and ask 
him to sell us a book on theology. 
It is equally nonsensical to go to 
a person who is unable to forgive 
us and ask for forgiveness. We 
shall be utterly disappointed. Let 
us come to Jesus Christ, for ““He 
is the propitiation for our sins; 
and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world.” 
(I John 2:2) 

But is the confession of our 
sins to the brethren different 
from our confession to God? If 
we are to confess our sins to God 
only, because He alone is able to 
forgive us, having paid the price 
for the penalty of our sins, why 
are We enjoined by James to con- 
fess our sins one to another? 
This we shall examine in our 
next study. 
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What the Knights... 
(Continued from page 11) 

how this negation is compatible 

with the constitution of the 

Church or with historical facts.” 

(p. 194) 

Pius X sent Cardinal Lepicier 
a commendatory letter which 
says: 

“By this work you have given 
great gratification to the Sover- 
eign Pontiff . . . Wherefore the 
Holy Father congratulates you 
heartily and praying that the 
book may be of great profit to 
many, lovingly bestows upon you 
the Apostolic benediction.” 


The Truth of the Matter 


This book, which in this 20th 
century rejoiced the heart of Pius 
X, declares (p. 194) that public 
heretics deserve not merely to be 
excommunicated, but to be killed; 
that the power to murder here- 
tics belongs both to the State and 
the Church (p. 195); that the 
Church has the power of putting 
to death even repentant heretics 
(p. 199); that Roman Catholics 
should not shrink from uttering 
this teaching out of regard for 
the sentiment of the modern age 
{p. 201) ; that we should remem- 
ber that the Roman Church can- 
onized King Ferdinand III of Cas- 
tile, and inserts in the breviary 
these words in praise of him: 


“He permitted no heretics to 
dwell in his kingdom, and with 
his own hands brought wood to 
the stake for their burning.” 
(p. 202) ; 


that the Church tolerates heretics 
now because it is not prudent to 
kill them (pp. 208-209); and fi- 
nally, that the Pope has the power 
to depose secular rulers who 
abandon Roman Catholicism, and 
to absolve subjects of such rulers 
from their allegiance (p. 210). 

In an appendix to the second 
edition of this work, Cardinal 
Lepicier further defends the his- 
torical attitude of his church, and 
his definition of her teaching on 
this question, by stating that he 
had “. . . .only expounded things 
commonly handed down by all 
theologians, and especially by that 
Prince of Theologians, St. Thom- 
as Aquinas.” 


NOVEMBER, 1959 


And his statement was correct. 
The position of the Roman 
Church regarding the punish- 
ment of heretics is that in prin- 
ciple it follows the teaching of 
its most eminent philosopher and 
theologian, the bright and shining 
star of its religious firmament 
and the originator of Thomism, 
its system of theology. The Do- 
minican priest Thomas Aquinas 
taught that: 

“With regard to heretics, two 
points must be observed: one, on 
their own side, the other, on the 
side of the Church. So far as they 
are concerned, heresy is a sin, 
whereby they deserve not only to 
be separated from the Church by 
excommunication, but also to be 
severed from the world by death. 
On the part of the Church, how- 
ever, there is mercy which looks 
to the conversion of the wanderer, 
wherefore she condemns not at 
once, but after the first and sec- 
ond admonition, as the Apostle 
directs: After that, if he is yet 
stubborn in his errors, the Church 
no longer hoping for his conver- 
sion, looks to the salvation of 
others, by excommunicating him 
and separating him from the 
Church, and at last delivers him 
to the secular tribunal to be ex- 
terminated thereby from the 
world by death.” (Summa Theo- 
logica, Vol. II, p. 154, English 
Edition, 1917) 


“Right and Power’ to Kill 


Along the same lines is the pre- 
scription given by Cardinal Billot, 
S. J., of France, in his Roman 
Church-approved “Tractatus de 
Ecclesia Christi” (4th edition, 
1921-22). On the grounds that 
God instructs the Roman Catholic 
Church to employ force against 
heresy and that the only effica- 
cious remedies are the medieval 
laws, the Cardinal concludes: 

“Therefore, we must say that 
material force is rightly employed 
to protect religion, to coerce those 
who disturb it and, generally 
speaking, to remove those things 
which impede our spiritual aim: 
nay, that force can have no more 
noble use than this.” 

The teaching that the Roman 
Church has a right to kill heretics 
was boldly reasserted in The 
Tablet, official newspaper of the 
Roman Catholic diocese of Brook- 


lyn, N. Y., in its issue of Novem- 
ber 3, 1938, as follows: 

“Heresy is an awful crime... 
and those who start a heresy are 
more guilty than they who are 
traitors to the civil government. 
If the State has the right to pun- 
ish treason with death, the prin- 
ciple is the same that concedes to 
the spiritual authority the power 
of capital punishment over the 
arch-traitor to truth and Divine 
revelation ... A perfect society 
has the right to its existence... 
and the power of capital punish- 
ment is acknowledged for a per- 
fect society. Now, ... the Roman 
Catholic Church is a perfect so- 
ciety, and as such has the right 
and power to take means to safe- 
guard its existence.” 

The Bible plainly commands: 
“Thou shalt not kill.” (Exodus 
20:13) 

Christ said: “Love your ene- 
mies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you.” 
(Matthew 5:44) 

Against the background of this 
fundamental teaching, the state- 
ment by Pius XI in a letter ad- 
dressed to Cardinal Gasparri, 
May 30, 1929, is most significant: 

“In a Catholic State, liberty of 
conscience and liberty of discus- 
sion must be understood and prac- 
ticed only in accordance with 
Catholic law and doctrine.” 

It was Humpty-Dumpty in 
Through the Looking Glass who 
said: 

“When I use a word, it means 
just what I want it to mean, 
neither more nor less.” 


The Right to Worship 


Here is a question and answer 
which appeared in the February 
1947 issue of the American Ec- 
clesiastical Review, published by 
the Catholic University of Amer- 
ica. We are left in no doubt as to 
the Roman Catholic position: 

“Question: When Pope Pius 
XII in his Christmas message, 
1942, referred to ‘the right to 
worship God’ as a fundamental 
right, did he mean that everyone 
has a true right to practice what- 
ever religion he deems to be true? 

“Answer: In his Christmas 
message of 1942, Pope Pius XII 
enumerated among the basic hu- 
man rights, called for by the dig- 
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nity of the human person, ‘the 
right to religious information and 
education; the right to the wor- 
ship of God in private and public’ 
(Principles of Peace, n. 1846). 
Now, although the Sovereign 
Pontiff did not further qualify the 
significance of ‘religious’ and 
‘worship,’ these words can refer 
only to the Catholic religion and 
worship, if the word ‘right’ be 
taken in its proper, objective 
sense. 

“For if there is anything basic 
in Catholic teaching, it is the doc- 
trine that the Son of God estab- 
lished only one religion and im- 
posed on all men the obligation of 
embracing it; consequently, no 
other religion has a real, objec- 
tive right to exist and to function, 
and no individual has an objective 
right to embrace any non-Catho- 
lic religion. For certainly, no one 
has a right to act against the 
command of God. Such has ever 
been the teaching of the Church. 
For example, Pope Pius IX con- 
demned the proposition, ‘Every- 
one is free to embrace and to pro- 
fess that religion which under the 
guidance of the light of reason he 
has judged to be true.’ ” 

The answer admits that in 
many countries a civil right to 
exercise non-Catholic worship ex- 
ists, and observes: 

“But it must be emphasized, 
such a civil right by no means 
indicates that false religions have 
a material right to exist, or that 
their members have a natural 
right to practice them.” 

Then follows this emphatic 
warning to Roman Catholic 
priests : 

“It is to be hoped that Catholic 
priests will be scrupulously exact 
in explaining the doctrine of ‘free- 
dom of worship’ as the Catholic 
Church understands it, especially 
in these times when so many re- 
gard religion as a purely subjec- 
tive affair, instead of a divinely 
established form of doctrine and 
worship, committed by the Son of 
God to His one true Church.”— 
Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. 


Liberty “for Catholics Only” 


From this it ought to be clear 
what the Pope, Cardinal Spell- 
man, and the Roman hierarchy 
throughout the world mean when 
they speak of religious liberty. 


28 


They mean liberty for Roman 
Catholicism only. Religious free- 
dom is not a value for the Roman 
hierarchy except in one context 
only. That is when they are in 
danger of losing it for themselves, 
as in countries behind the “Iron 
Curtain.” Unfortunately, many 
non-Catholics, taking them at 
their face value, assume that they 
mean religious liberty for all. 

The truth is that whenever the 
Roman Catholic Church gets the 
religious monopoly 
seeks, it promptly begins to per- 
secute other faiths. It has always 
done so; it is doing so today; it 
will always do so wherever and 
whenever it can. Rome never 
changes. 

In Christian Apologetics by 
the Rev. W. Devivier, S. J., the 
American Jesuit textbook used in 
Roman Catholic schools which 
tries to explain away Rome’s di- 
versity of policies in different 
countries, we read: 

“It is in this way that we can 
account for the difference of con- 
duct of the Church in different 
countries as to what relates to 
liberty granted to dissenting 
sects. In a State where the 
Church enjoys all her rights, it 
would be prejudicial to the suc- 
cess of her divine mission to 
yield a place to error and evil. 
Hence, she cannot, without fail- 
ing in her duty, permit such an 
innovation. 

“In a country where the Ro- 
man Catholic religion is _ op- 
pressed, where liberty exists only 
for those who attack and harass 
her, it is easily understood that 
the Church should accept civil 
toleration, that is, the introduc- 
tion of an exceptional order of 
things, she being satisfied with 
retaining at least a part of her 
rights.” (Vol. II, pp. 543-544) 

The Catholic Almanac defines 
freedom of thought as: “. .. .lib- 
erty to think the truth. Among 
some, the expression has come to 
mean liberty to think as one 
pleases. This is an error.” 

Leo XIII in his Encyclical “The 
Christian Constitution of States” 
of 1885 disclosed the attitude of 
the Roman Church toward free- 
dom of thought and writing in 
these words: 

“|. . .the liberty of thinking 


it always: 


and of publishing whatsoever 
each one likes, without any hin- 
drance, is not in itself an advan- 
tage over which society can wise- 
ly rejoice. On the contrary, it is 
the fountain head and origin of 
many evils.” 

Liberty: Man’s Greatest Gift, 
by Gerald C. Treacy, issued under 
the Imprimatur of Cardinal Spell- 
man, adds: 

“Unlimited freedom of thought, 
speech, writing, and worship does 
not belong to man. These are not 
natural rights. Man’s natural 
right to liberty means freedom 
under God’s Law. Unlimited lib- 
erty means license.” 

“Liberty of worship means 
that a man is free to profess any 
religion or none. This is false 
liberty. For God has revealed 
definitely and clearly the worship, 
the religion, the Church that is 
His. If there had been no divine 
revelation, then man would be 
free to worship as he pleases. In 
view of the fact that God has re- 
vealed His true religion, and man 
owes obedience to God, how can 
he be free to ignore God’s com- 
mand?” 

As Brand Whitlock said: 
“When you define liberty, you 
limit it, and when you limit it, 
you destroy it.” 

Cardinal Villeneuve of Quebec 
was quoted in the October 19, 
1942, issue of Life as follows: 

“It is never permitted ... to 
grant freedom of thought, writ- 
ing, or teaching, and the undiffer- 
entiated freedom of religion as so 
many rights which nature has 
given to man.” 

On the other hand the Declar- 
ation of Independence states: 

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are cre- 
ated equal, that they are endowed 
by their creator with certain in- 
alienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness — That to 
secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among men, deriv- 
ing their just powers from the 
consent of the governed... .” 

Upon the concept of man’s 
right to think for himself, choose 
for himself, and govern himself 
has arisen the principle of dem- 
ocracy—government of the peo- 
ple, by the people, for the people. 

(To be continued) 
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I, IS ALMOST ten years since 
American Freedom and Catholic 
Power was published in a book. 
What have been the most impor- 
tant events of that decade? 
Where do we stand at the end of 
it? Many detailed answers to 
these questions will be offered in 
the text. Here certain things can 
be mentioned by way of an ad- 
vance summary, with chapter for 
the details. 

The nominally Catholic popu- 
lation of the United States has 
increased faster than the general 
population because of superior 
Catholic fertility, until today 
more than 20 percent of the 
American people are officially in 
the Roman Church. Catholic au- 
thorities claim that one baby in 
every four born in the nation is 
baptized a Catholic (Chapter 2). 

Simultaneously Protestantism 
has gained on the general popu- 
lation in about the same ratio as 
Catholicism and the resistance 
movement against Catholic pow- 
er (Protestant, Jewish, and un- 
churched) has probably gained 
more rapidly than any of these 
other phenomena (Chapter 2). 

Catholic schools are temporar- 
ily gaining in numbers a little 
faster than public schools, but 
their financial plight is desperate 
because of the increasingly acute 
shortage of nun-teachers. Be- 
cause of this difficulty, the next 
decade may see their relative de- 
cline (Chapter 4). 

At the national capital and in 
most of the States the Catholic 
drive for public money for paro- 
chial schools has been stopped 
both by Supreme Court decisions 
and by well-organized opposition. 
The turning point in the general 
battle came in 1949 when Car- 


dinal Spellman’s bitter attack on 
Mrs. Roosevelt revealed the tem- 
per and scope of the hierarchy’s 
educational ambitions. Locally 
the Roman Church is making 
some gains in winning bus funds 
(Chapter 5). 

Catholic censorship has been 
repeatedly challenged and re- 
soundingly defeated in the areas 
of literature, motion pictures, 
and the stage, until today it is 
more thoroughly discredited than 
any other feature of clerical 
policy (Chapter 9). 


In the racial struggle in the 
South the hierarchy’s liberal 
stand against segregation has 
won non-Catholic support and 
very limited Negro affiliation. 
Simultaneously, the Catholic 
schools in the South have been 
placed in a position to gain by a 
possible break-up of the public 
school system in that region 
(Chapter 11). 


Two very minor changes have 
been made in Catholic medical 
rules. A Catholic nurse in a 
Catholic hospital is now officially 
permitted to summon a Protes- 
tant or Jewish clergyman to a 
dying Protestant or Jewish pa- 
tient. Also, a Catholic doctor, in 
treating a patient who is dying 
of cancer, is now permitted to 
shorten the patient’s life a little 
with drugs, so long as the last 
rites of the Church are not inter- 
fered with, and so long as the 
drugs have some hypothetical 
therapeutic result in addition to 
their  life-shortening effect 
(Chapter 6). 

Catholic hospitals, with their 
strictly sectarian medical code, 
are increasing rapidly with the 


(Continued on page 32) 
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Open Letter to 
Mr. W. J. Whalen 


Dear Mr. Whalen: 


As a Protestant, I make it my 
business to know what I believe 
and to uphold the teachings that 
I claim. Bishop Sheen once said: 
“If you want to know the truth 
about the Roman Catholic 
Church, please investigate it.” 
May I furthermore quote for you 
Mr. Herbert Spencer: “There is 
a principle which is a bar against 
all information, which is proof 
against all argument and which 
cannot fail to keep a man in 
everlasting ignorance. That prin- 
ciple is Condemnation before In- 
vestigation.” 

In reading the Roman Catholic 
weekly Our Sunday Visitor I 
came across your article, “The 
Truth About Our Ex-Priests.” It 
contained a considerable number 
of errors and misstatements, of 
which I will enumerate just a 
few: 

Error #1: “The other genuine 
priest is the Rev. Alfredo Florez, 
a Peruvian who has become a 
Lutheran minister.” Truth: Rev. 
Alfredo Florez is no longer a 
Peruvian. Though not an Ameri- 
can by birth, he is an American 
by choice and naturalization. 

Error #2: “Montafio spent 
several years in a Dominican 
monastery in Bolivia, but never 
received minor orders, much less 
ordination to the priesthood.” 
Truth: I believe Dr. Montajio 
proved his case in reference to 
his minor orders, but since you 
made such a statement, Mr. 
Whalen, I wonder if you can sub- 
stantiate the point. 

Error #3: “He (Leo H. Leh- 
man) later wrote Behind the 
Purple Curtain.” Truth: Dr. 
Montafio is the author of Behind 
the Purple Curtain. 

It seems, Mr. Whalen, you 
made the old lawyer’s trick your 
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* Views and opinions ex- 
pressed in this depart- 
ment do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint 


of this magazine. 


weapon: “If you cannot prove 
your case or point, use the name- 
calling and mud-slinging tac- 
tics.” 

You have used the term “hate” 
in your article, being motivated 
no doubt by a desire to incite 
your people. But you ought to 
remember that “you can _ fool 
some of the people some of the 
time, but you cannot fool all of 
the people all of the time.” 

It was difficult to know just 
what you had in mind when stat- 
ing “hate” in your article. I be- 
lieve Christ’s Mission combats 
Romanism as a system which 
prevents its people from knowing 
God personally. But by no means 
does Christ’s Mission hate the 
Roman Catholic people or for 
that matter the clergy. Its aim is 
to lead both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants to a saving knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ. Real con- 
version is accomplished only by 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
and not by any Church. 

It seems to me that your mo- 
tive in writing this article was 
to cause your people to write 
to their Congressmen to label 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE as_ hate 
literature going through the mail. 
This might have worked in 
Spain, Italy and many parts of 
South America, but fortunately 
in the United States we still be- 
lieve in freedom of the press. The 
Roman Church considers it quite 
all right to deprive Protestants 
of religious freedom and personal 
liberty in those countries, but if 
a Protestant dares expose Ro- 
manism for what it really is, he 
is immediately branded a “bigot,” 
“anti-Catholic,” ete. 

Before closing, I would person- 
ally like to thank you for getting 
your people acquainted with 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine. 
As regards the former Roman 
Catholic priests of Christ’s Mis- 
sion, as well as others, may they 


always bear in mind the words 
of St. Ambrose: “For a priest, 
there is nothing so dangerous 
before God, nothing so shameful 
before men, as not to speak out 
his convictions freely.” I am also 
thinking of Ignatius of Loyola 
who stated: “That we may in all 
things attain the truth, that we 
may not err in anything, we 
ought ever to hold as a fixed 
principle that what I see white 
I believe to be black, if the su- 
perior authorities of the Church 
define it to be so.” 


JOHN H. ANDERSON 
Brooklyn, New York 


The Other Side 


Dear Sir: 


I was going to send the accom- 
panying letter to Father Keller, 
but I knew my letter would only 
be consigned to the waste basket. 
Since my letter was written to 
accomplish some good, and not at 
all to anger Father Keller, I 
thought it would be much better 
if you would print it as an open 
letter to Father Keller in CHRIS- 
TIAN HERITAGE. 

If you do, kindly omit my name 
in the magazine . . . My only 
reason for withholding my name 
is to save our son any possible 
embarrassment because he is now 
teaching school. He obtained his 
degree by working eight hours a 
day plus carrying a full schedule 
at school and graduated with his 
class in four years, which is addi- 
tional proof, I believe, that he 
was a man in every sense of the 
word. 

Besides this, to satisfy the Ro- 
man Catholic belief of “no birth 
control” he and his wife are ex- 
pecting their fourth child around 
the first of the year. They have 
been married only four and one- 
half years. May I humbly add 
that, of course, as loving parents, 
we have contributed what we 
could to make it easier, paying 
doctor bills, etc. We are not afraid 
of work or _ responsibility—but 
this diabolical pressure! 

God bless you and your co- 
workers. I have enough material 
for a book. If I had not known of 
Christ’s Mission and its dedicated 
workers, I should never have had 
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the courage to do what I have 
done and hope to do. 
Mrs. X 


Open Letter 
to Father James Keller 


Director of the Christophers 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Father Keller: 


I received your letter of No- 
vember 21. My immediate re- 
action was: “Et tu, Brute!” 

Forgive me if that sounds 
cruel. I'll explain what I mean. 
You pose on T.V. as a kind, loving 
brother and friend to all. I have 
heard you extol the work of Prot- 
estant Sunday School teachers 
and lay Protestants and Jews. 
You have called it “doing the 
Lord’s work, etc.” Yet you, along 
with all your fellow-priests, think 
nothing of kicking a young man 
(Protestant) when he is down. 
And that’s exactly what I call it. 

In our son’s case (which I’m 
sure I explained fully to you) it 
was a case of either-or. Two 
weeks ago I talked with a priest 
over the phone and that’s the ex- 
pression he used. I quote: “It’s 
either-or with you Protestants 
when you marry a Catholic.” In 
America do we consider either-or 
fair play? Is that practicing the 
Golden Rule? 

You see, Father Keller, our son 
and we his parents left no stone 
unturned in our attempt to bring 
about the marriage without the 
signing of promises. The local 
priests and Bishop Noa of Mar- 
quette were well aware of his un- 
willingness to sign. The Bishop 
wrote to our son as follows: ‘‘Per- 
haps it’s God’s will that you do 
not marry the girl. Pray for 
light.” The powerful Bishop 
didn’t know what God’s will was 
but an eighteen-year-old boy 
should! 

Our son knew it was not God’s 
will to sign, but neither did he 
think God wanted him to desert 
his espoused wife and unborn 
child. A Solomon wouldn’t know 
what to choose. Yet our Protes- 
tant young people are faced with 
this decision every day in this 
great country of ours. 

Oh, yes, the priests and Bishop 
gave our son an “out.” It dis- 
gusted him and us, and we told 
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them so. They would destroy the 
manhood and decency of our 
young men. We hear so much of 
the Sisters of Charity and of 
their work in foundling homes— 
and it is good work. Your church 
appeals for funds for these or- 
phans and it sounds like Charity 
herself. Yet they wanted to make 
an orphan of our grandchild 
when our son begged for the priv- 
ilege of doing his duty. And I 
mean begged! We went through 
two months of duress, prayers, 
tears, pleadings—until his young 
mind could stand no more. So he 
signed! 

Talk about Cardinal Mindszen- 
ty suffering torment at the hands 
of Communists! It couldn’t pos- 
sibly have been any worse than 
what we suffered and are still 
suffering at the hands of the so- 
called Christian Catholic Church! 
And please don’t say I am imag- 
ining things. Four and one-half 
years of the real torment has 
taken its toll on our health and 
happiness. 

But I will not say “die” like 
Caesar. I know God is with me 
on this, else I would never have 
had the courage and strength to 
stand up to the insults of priests. 

Your common thought that 
“We have the Truth—all others 
preach falsehood, etc.” reminds 
us of the Pharisee when he said: 
“God, I thank thee that I am not 
like other men.” You have judged 
yourselves on this by refusing, 
even in a case like our son’s, to 
allow him to exercise his Chris- 
tian duty to his children. You in- 
sult us by saying: “We must pre- 
serve the Faith, etc.” Our Faith 
and Christianity is treated like a 
filthy rag. Sounds pretty bad, 
doesn’t it? You sugar-coat it a 
bit. But it’s still the same bitter, 
poisonous pill! 

When I suggested to the priest 
that if there were no marriage 
and the child were to be adopted 
out (which was what the priest 
and girl’s folks suggested), I 
would gladly adopt my grand- 
child, you would think I had asked 
for the moon. First there were 
smirks and knowing glances. 
Then the priest boldly told me: 
“It would have to go to a Catho- 
lic.” 

Our Protestant money is good 


enough to help support the Chris- 
topher movement and Roman 
Catholic charities—but a loving 
grandmother is not fit to raise an 
orphaned grandchild just because 
she happens to be a Protestant. 
Why don’t you show a few films 
on this sort of thing? In other 
words, why aren’t you honest 
with the well-meaning generous 
Protestants whose hard-earned 
money flows into your coffers, all 
to the glory of Rome? 

You say in your letter, “and I 
repeat that there is never any 
coercion, etc.’”” Whom do you think 
you are kidding? Do you mean to 
tell me that what we went 
through with my son was not 
coercion? You know, there are 
other means of coercing besides 
using a whip, and the Roman 
Church is well aware of all of 
them. One’s conscience dictates 
to one. 

Our son couldn’t think of de- 
serting his child and never seeing 
it and being able to care for it as 
a father should. Daily he received 
letters from the poor unfortunate 
girl begging him to sign because 
she loved him so much and want- 
ed him as her husband and father 
to her child. The priest and the 
girl’s father alluded to “his re- 
sponsibility financially if there 
were no marriage—enough at 
least to pay for her stay at the 
Catholic home.” 

The girl’s father went so far as 
to say: “How much would you 
consider a fair amount if your 
son went scot-free ... $5,000... 
$10,000?” As I said our son had 
no notion of deserting the girl 
and such talk just disgusted him 
more. They tried very hard to 
make him feel cheap. At least 
today he can hold his head high, 
knowing he took his responsibility 
to an innocent unborn child. God 
has forgiven him for signing, 
I am sure, as He knows my son 
had no other choice. His children 
will love him all the more some 
day when they hear the real story. 
If I live, I am determined they 
will hear it. 

Your suggestion that I “feel 
free to speak with any Catholic 
priest near to you” is almost hu- 
morous. I have felt free on my 
own. I have spoken to and written 
to many of them. They are all 
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literally sick of me. But that only 
gives me the determination to go 
on. If they really believed they 
did the right thing they would be 
able to remain calm and convinc- 
ing. Instead they are rude and 
lose their tempers. I have been 
called “insidious,” “imprudent,” 
“‘trouble-maker” and other things. 
I am a strong believer in fair 
play. I defy anyone to prove to 
me that our son received any sem- 
blance of fair play at the hands 
of your church. 

My “candle is lit,” as you 
Christophers advise us to do, and 
it shall remain lit until this shame 
on the part of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church is brought to justice. 
If enough of us Protestant moth- 
ers make ourselves heard we will 
accomplish what must be done to 
outlaw this unfair church law in 
the United States where Freedom 
of Religion is granted to all. You 
have no authority to take away 
our son’s religious freedom. We 
are not subject to the Canons of 
Rome and God grant we never 
will be! 

If a priest feels free to require 
our Protestant children in mixed 
marriages to take Roman Catho- 
lic instruction and sign an un- 
scriptural paper, then surely we 
parents have the sacred duty to 
do everything we can to prevent 
such things. And God help us if 
we don’t. I have found out that 
priests are tongue-tied when it 
comes to explaining the fairness 
of it. As Christian parents we 
must witness to priests and Cath- 
olic laymen alike. We have such a 
precious heritage given to all be- 
lievers in the saving Grace of our 
dear Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

As most thinking people will 
agree: “There are two sides to 
every question.” We have heard 
the Roman Catholic side many 
times. Now, with God’s help, it 
is time that the people of this 
country hear the side of the un- 
derdog—meaning boys like our 
son, intent on righting a wrong 
and finding their hands tied by 
the “generous, kindly, charitable 
Catholic Church.” 

If you think you can convince 
me that we should have taken this 
kind of treatment lying down, 
you're welcome to try. 


NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 
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“Godless School’’ 
Smoke Sereen 


Dear Sir: 


After reading about the sixty 
Catholic gangsters, racketeers 
and mobsters who were rounded 
up at the mafia convention in 
Apalachin, New York, and about 
the Catholic mobsters and extor- 
tionists who were paraded before 
the McClellan Committee, I feel 
tempted to ask: 

Which schools are godless, the 
public schools which have turned 
out the greatest men in the na- 
tion, including the Edisons, the 
Fords, the Firestones, the Ketter- 
ings, the Rickovers, the geniuses 
who gave us our wonder drugs, 
our autos, our powerful military 
equipment, and countless other 
wonders that make life in our 
free country so wonderful; or are 
the godless schools the ones that 
have turned out all of the present 
crop of Catholic gangsters, rack- 
eteers, thieves, wolf-pack killers, 
Chicago ticket fixers? 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy 
must be aware of the preponder- 
ance of malefactors among their 
own people, and are attempting 
to hide their guilt behind the 
“godless school” smoke screen. 
It’s time the American people 
were awakened to the fact that 
the real godless schools are the 
parochial schools that are giving 
us all our moral misfits. 


R. B. PETERSON 
Chicago, Illinois 


Book Review 
(Continued from page 29) 

help of Federal money. In fact, 
this area of hospital development 
is the only one in which the hier- 
archy has been distinctly success- 
ful in the general drive for public 
funds (Chapter 6). 

A small movement has begun 
within the American Catholic 
Church to modernize its censor- 
ship policy, to repudiate pro- 
Franco propaganda, and to adapt 
its theory of Church and State 
to the American concept, but it 
is still very feeble and fearful. It 
is not to be regarded with much 
confidence so long as it is led by 
the agile and _  authoritarian- 
minded Jesuits (Chapter 13). 


In the case of the Hierarchy 
versus Mixed Marriage, the 
plaintiffs are losing on all counts. 
More Catholics are refusing to 
force their non-Catholic partners 
to sign the discriminatory mixed- 
marriage pledges; more Catholics 
as well as non-Catholics are defy- 
ing such pledges after they have 
been signed; and probably much 
more than half of the children of 
such marriages are permanently 
lost to the Roman Church (Chap- 
ter 8). 

Several appeasement move- 
ments operating in the name of 
“brotherhood” and _ tolerance, 
have grown rapidly in the last 
decade, with the aid of large con- 
tributions from wealthy indus- 
trialists, and have weakened the 
resistance of the intolerant and 
separatist policies of the Catholic 
Church. They are based upon the 
sincere and misguided notion 
that “good personal relations” 
must be maintained between 
faiths even when one faith is 
destroying the national founda- 
tions of tolerance and freedom 
(Chapter 13). 

The 1951 attempt to give a 
new political status to the Cath- 
olic Church by sending an Ameri- 
can ambassador to the Vatican 
was promptly defeated by the 
pressure of adverse public opin- 
ion. A revival of the proposal 
remains a possibility (Chapter 3). 

The hierarchy’s chief financial 
hope for the coming decade is 
pinned on a new national scheme, 
patterned after the G.I. educa- 
tional bills, to get Federal grants 
and “scholarships” for individual 
students in Catholic schools and 
so support those schools out of 
the public treasury without vio- 
lating the Constitution (Chapter 
5). 

The central power-structure of 
Catholic dictatorship has _ not 
been changed by one iota in the 
past decade, nor has there been 
any major change in Canon Law 
or Papal policy. Neither the 
Catholic bishops nor the Catholic 
people of the United States have 
been permitted to hold any plen- 
ary council during this period. 
Pius XII moved to the right theo- 
logically with his new doctrine 
of the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary bodily into heaven (Chap- 
ters 3 and 10). 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


grP 
e°e 


MERE IT (8! 


Christian Heritage... 
The Opportunity of a Lifetime ..for.. 


CHRISTIAN WITNESSING— 


Especially to Roman Catholies 


Place a one year subscription into the 


e Your loved ones 
e Your friends 
Jew or otherwise) 


e Your Pastor 


“All through the years CHRISTIAN Her- 
ITAGE has stood for the Faith once for all 
delivered to the saints, and it has been a 
beacon light for Roman Catholics, especial- 
ly priests and nuns. I look forward to seeing 
each issue and I read it with a great deal of 
interest. I trust that its future will be more 
glorious than its past and that God will 
use it in a wonderful way in turning Catho- 
lics from the darkness of Romanism to the 
light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 


Oswald J. Smith 
Pastor, The People’s Church 
Toronto, Canada 


(Protestant, Catholic, * 


hands of .. 


¢ Your Sunday School 


Your Church Library 


® Your local Public Library 


e Your College, Seminary or Bible School Library 


COMMENTS:— 


“We rejoice in the high standards of edi- 
torial excellence you have consistently 
maintained as well as the documentary 


accuracy of your material. 


“We sincerely trust that you may carry 
on in ever widening circles of influence for 


many decades yet to come.” 


Glenn L. Archer 


Executive Director, POAU 
Washington, D.C. 


“The CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine has 
a useful ministry in enlightening Protes- 
tants concerning the menace of Roman 
Catholicism in America and in strengthen- 
ing Roman Catholics who have been con- 
verted to Biblical Christianity by a sense of 
solidarity with other Christians of like back- 
ground. There is real need for the emphasis 
and material of the CHRrisTiIAN HERITAGE 
magazine.” 


Harold J. Ockenga 


Pastor, Park Street Church 


Boston, Massachusetts 


These are all avenues of approach to exalt the name of Jesus Christ and to maintain the Religious Freedoms 
and Civil Liberties of the American Citizen. 


Encourage others to subscribe to Christian Heritage! Enter a Gift Subscription for them! A subscription 
to Christian Heritage means protection of your Christian Heritage! 


Subscription price . . . $3.00. 


When you send in a NEW Gift Subscription, we will send you absolutely free a timely booklet entitled 


“While America Sleeps” . . . plus . 


. . a 


eautifully inscribed Ball Point Pen as a prayer reminder. 
Please Note:— Special subscription price for libraries only, whether church, public or school . 


. $2.75 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


SUBSCR 


(one year — $3.00) 


Please Enter Subscription for 


Name 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Address Zone 


[] Check enclosed 
(50c additional per year outside the U.S.A.) 


BOX 925 ° £SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 


Donor's Name 


State Address 


IPTION BLA 


For Christian Witnessing 


NK 


Send me Free Booklet (While America Sleeps) and Ball Point Pen. 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


Zone State 


C) «Bill me 





Gifts for the —e Season 


% A book will be used 


% ‘It is a remem 
ye This can 


many fimes over 


you r 


IMPRINTED, ENGAGEMENT & CALENDAR PAD. 
With every $10.00 book order a luxurious, soft finish 


vinyl, 24 carat gold imprinted, ENGAGEMENT & 
CALENDAR PAD—9” x 11”—Attractive - Practical. 


For the desk of the prudent business man. 
For the telephone of the practical housewife. 
Your choice of colors (while available) : 
Green, Maroon. First choice 


STE wIAL * * 


brance of lasting value 


means of personal witness 


FREE 


With every $5.00 book order, a beautiful POCKET 
SECRETARY complete with two convenient pockets, 
1960 and 1961 calendar, memo pad, and fine pen 
guaranteed unconditionally for | year. 
For the gentlemen's pocket—For the ladies’ purse. 
Simulated Alligator Vinyl—3” x 4'2”. 


If cash accompanies order, we will personalize your free gift either the 
ENGAGEMENT & CALENDAR PAD, or POCKET SECRETARY with your 


name imprinted in 23 carat Gold Letters. 


AMERICAN FREEDOM AND CATHOLIC POWER — 
Paul Blanshard 
The latest edition, completely pees A wealth of facts 
presented without rancor. 

BEHIND THE PURPLE CURTAIN — W. M. Montaiio 
An illuminating volume showing Rome’s weney of and 
future plans for the two Americas. ........ piaieiecane 

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME — (W) 
Charles Chiniquy 
The most sought after book on the subject. A stirring story 
of a great life, revealing the love of Christ. 

FOXES’ CHRISTIAN MARTYRS — 

The Bible and this book were the influencing factors in the 
lives of the founding fathers of Americas .........cc:cso:-:::0eseeseeeeeeeee 

HIDDEN RAINBOW — Christmas Kauffman (W) 
A warm and tender biography of John and Anna Olesh, 
a converted Catholic couple now living in Penna. .............. 

FORGOTTEN WOMEN IN CONVENTS — Helen Geamy 
The autobiography of a former Nun, with practical sug- 
gestions for reform. Reviewed by Los Angeles papers. ........ 

THE MASTER’S TOUCH — Helen Lloyd Dubuar (W) 
A heartwarming and practical story in a Greenwich setting. 
Fiction. 

THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN — B. H. Pearson (Ww) 
The true story by which the author is perhaps best known; 
the account of Dr. W. Montanio’s conversion. 

MY HAND IN HIS — Louise Walsh (W) 
By simply, and quietly reading the Word of God this 
former Roman Catholic found salvation. Effectiveness of 
the Bible. 

ONLY ONE TRUE CHURCH — Roy A. Kale 
A pastor’s findings and results, while counselling on prob- 
lems involving Romanism. . 

OUT OF THE LABYRINTH —L. H. Lehman 
Said one reviewer: “No other book makes the doctrines of 
sin, salvation and sanctification so plain and simple.” 


Please send the books | have listed and THE FREE GIFT 
to which | am entitled. (Check proper box.) 
Engagement Pad [] Pocket Secretary 
Please bill me AFTER JANUARY Ist. 
Enclosed is my remittance. Please imprint the follow- 
ing name on my free gift: 


$3.95 


3.00 


OUR PRICELESS HERITAGE — Dr. H. H. Woods 
Especially written for the college level. Highly recom- 
mended for its clarity amd authenticity. 2.....00........ccccssssssssseeseseereeneeeen $3.50 

ONE HUNDRED TEXTS — T. C. Hammond 
The prominent passages of Scripture used by the Roman 
Church to defend their doctrines, examined by all of Scrip- 
ture. 

PEOPLES’ PADRE — Emmet McLoughlin 
A priest for 14 years. Now active in a Protestant hospital 
in the same town of Arizona. 

ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 
A most concise presentation, scholarly and reliable. .............. 

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND THE CONFESSIONAL 
— Charles Chiniquy 
An appalling account of the detrimental effect this doctrine 
of confession has upon both priest and penitent. 

SOUL OF A PRIEST —L. H. Lehman 
The former director of Christ’s Mission lays bare the inner 
struggles of the priest seeking to leave his church. . 

THE POPE SPEAKS — Harry Borleis 
The code of Canon Law and the Roman Catholic encyclo- 
pedia are the only two sources used that so thoroughly 
incriminate Romanism. 

THE TWO BABYLONS — Alexander Hislop 
Traces the worship, practices and teachings of Rome back 
to their pagan beginnings—even to Nimrod. .....00000000.0.0.0000000000 

TO THE FOUNTAIN OF CHRISTIANITY — S. Vila (W) 
This book has had a profound influence on the Roman 
Catholic clergy and prompted many to take that decisive 
step 

WHICH CAME FIRST - THE BIBLE OR THE CHURCH? 
— O. Price 
Historical and Scriptural information that belies the claims 
of Rome to be the “Mother of the Bible.” 


All of these books are of value and may be given as a general gift. 
However, those titles marked with (W) are of special importance 
where the desire is to Witness to the saving grace and power uf God. 


MY NAME 
STREET. 


. ZONE ........... STATE . 


KARE KKK KkKkk kkk kk kd 


trea 


ION BOOK DEPT. 
SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 





